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GENERALINFORMATION 

This is an account of a 16 days trip to Assam & Arunachal Pradesh in Northeast 
India from 20 February - 9 March 2003. 

I was accompanied on the trip by my long-time friend Vital van Gorp and Peter 
Lobo www.allindiabirdingtours.com , who was our guide for the whole period. 

India is probably the only country in the world that can boast of harbouring as 
varied and rich a birdlife as it does. Home to well over a thousand species, of 

which about 100 are to be found only in India, this country is a veritable paradise 
for any birdwatcher and for Vital and me it was our fourth visit to India and it will 
certainly not be not our last. 

In the extreme northeast of India lie the states of Assam and Arunachal Pradesh. 
Arunachal Pradesh is a remote mountainous state bordered to the east and south 

by Myanmar (Burma) and is still virtually unknown as far as birders concerned. 

Harbouring a number of species only really shared with Myanmar, Arunachal 
Pradesh offers a readily accessible window to the eastern Himalayas and has 
probably the highest diversity of birds in the Oriental region. 

FLIGHT 

We flew to New Delhi from Brussels via Vienna for € 750 with Austrian Airlines – 
service quite good and flight on time. 

http://www.birdtours.co.uk/tripreports/india/india13-NE/#gen
http://www.birdtours.co.uk/tripreports/india/india13-NE/#ref
http://www.birdtours.co.uk/tripreports/india/india13-NE/#itin
http://www.birdtours.co.uk/tripreports/india/india13-NE/#itin
http://www.birdtours.co.uk/tripreports/india/india13-NE/#notes
http://www.allindiabirdingtours.com/


This flight took approximately 8 hours. The flight to Guwahati was with Air Sahara 
for € 440 return. The time difference with the Netherlands was 4½ hours.  

The security around airports in India was remarkable. Two x-rays and metal 
detectors, hand luggage & body search and baggage identification! 

VISA 

You do need a visa for India, currently € 50. Arunachal Pradesh is still considered 

to be in a sensitive border area and can only be visited with a Restricted Area 
Permit (RAP), which is extremely difficult to obtain unless the visit is part of a tour 
organised through a recognised Indian travel agent. Gurudongma Tours & Treks 
took care of that. The cost of the Restricted Area Permit for Arunachal Pradesh 
was US$200 for our group.  

MONEY 

The official currency of India is the rupee. Take travelling cheques with you or 
cash. The exchange rate at the bank in Guwahati was 4600 Rs to US$100. 

FOOD AND DRINK 

Many birdwatchers rule out third world destinations as options for holidays fearing 
strange food, language barriers, sickness, bugs, and galore and intense heat. They 
needn’t have any such reservations about Assam however. 

Bottled mineral water is widely available, stick to this and bottled soft drinks or 
Dansberg Blue beer (630cl). 

The Indian food is excellent and of a high standard. 

HEALTH AND SAFETY  

Theft is really not a problem in Assam & Arunachal Pradesh. The people are very 
friendly, easy going and helpful. They smile and greet you and almost without 
exception respond to a greeting or smile. Only in the Digboi area we encountered 
less friendly people while birding along the road. We did not get permission to 
visit the forest administered by the Indian Oil Corporation, because it was too 
dangerous due to the presence of Assam separatists. During the last night of our 
stay in the IOC guesthouse in Digboi the separatists destroyed an oil installation 
only two kilometres from our hotel. 

For vaccinations consult your own doctor for up to date advice. Generally you 
should be immunised or “topped up” against hepatitis A and B, Tetanus, Typhoid 
and Polio. In addition to this you are recommended to take Malaria tablets. 

We had virtually no health problems and saw surprisingly few mosquitoes, the 

only real nuisance being loads of leeches in Namdapha National Park. Leeches are 
a real pest and you can pick them up not just in the forest but also in damp grass, 
often when you least expect it. Although there is no complete answer to the 
problem, as precaution wear long trousers tucked securely into your socks, use 



“leech” socks and spray insect repellent liberally on your clothing and shoes! If 
they do get on to you, you can simply flick or pull them off. They don't leave their 
head in you or cause infections. 

LANGUAGE 

English is a widespread lingua franca and the first language for many educated 
people. Nearly everywhere English will get you through. 

WEATHER 

Most birders visit Northeast India between November and February, which is the 
“dry “ season, though as Assam has the highest rainfall on earth there is perhaps 
no season that can genuinely be considered a dry season! 

The weather was quite good throughout, with a few showers, but prolonged rain 

only at night and pleasant temperatures all the time. February/March is an ideal 
month as resident birds are in full song and most northern migrants are still 
present. It is best to do as much birding in the early morning as possible, as many 
species are less active in the afternoon. 

EQUIPMENT 

A tape recorder and the "Birdsongs of Nepal” and “Birdsongs of the Himalaya“ by 
Scott Connop and the "Indian Bird Calls" by the Bombay Natural History Society 
are quite useful for drawing in birds. These tapes can be ordered at Wildsounds in 
England. E-mail: sales@wildsounds.com. 

With the help of the tape recorder we played the songs of a few birds. Sometimes 
we recorded the song or call and played it back again. A good torch is a must. A 
telescope is useful at rivers and very useful for viewing canopy species especially 
from roadsides. It is now very easy to telephone almost anywhere using the STD 
booths, available in all towns and villages. 

TRANSPORT AND ROADS  

Road conditions in Assam and Arunachal Pradesh vary, but are generally fairly 
good. The driving is entertaining unless you are the nervous type. Drivers use the 
horn the entire time even when the road is empty. The custom seems to be hoot 
and let the world know you are there. 

NOMENCLATURE & TAXONOMY 

I have decided to follow the English names of James F. Clements (Birds of the 
World, A CheckList, Fifth Edition, 2000). 

COMMON BIRDSPECIES 

The following list of birds we saw frequently and if you spend any sort of time in 
the right habitats you will too: 
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Little Cormorant, Little Egret, Indian Pond-Heron, Cattle Egret, Spot-billed Duck, 
Spotted Dove, Red-breasted Parakeet, Asian Palm-Swift, White-throated 
Kingfisher, Indian Roller, Lineated Barbet, Blue-throated Barbet, Barn Swallow, 

White Wagtail, Scarlet Minivet, Red-whiskered Bulbul, Red-vented Bulbul, White-
throated Bulbul, Blue Whistling-Thrush, Grey-headed Canary-Flycatcher, Oriental 
Magpie-Robin, Common Stonechat, White-crested Laughingthrush, Silver-eared 
Mesia, Black-hooded Oriole, Grey-backed Shrike, Black Drongo, Ashy Drongo, 
House Crow, Large-billed Crow, Jungle Myna, Common Myna, Asian Pied Starling, 
Chestnut-tailed Starling, House Sparrow, Eurasian Tree Sparrow. 

For a detailed report of species and numbers please refer to the systematic list at 
the end of this report. 
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There are two excellent field guides for India:  
Grimmett, Inskipp & Inskipp, a field guide-sized set of plates from their “Birds of 
the Indian subcontinent” tome with facing page id. text and range maps for all 
species, and Kazmierczak, A Field Guide to the Birds of the Indian 
Subcontinent with paintings by my countryman Ber van Perlo, facing page id. 

text, and range maps for all species. Quite a lot of artists did the plates in 
Grimmett et al.; most of them have more artistic talent to van Perlo who did all 
the plates in Kazmierczak. 

We found that Kazmierczak's text was consistently better and more focused on the 
key state-of-the-art id. characters, and it included vocalisations (missing from the 
field guide version of Grimmett; one must refer to their weighty volume for those 
details). And although the artistic talent in Grimmett et al. was more pleasing to 
the eye, time and again the van Perlo painting was more accurate. Finally, from a 
usage standpoint, the Kazmierczak was far superior with its English index as the 
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last page, its shortcut to the groupings on each plate inside the front cover, the 
placement of range maps adjacent to the plates, and its normal Old World 
taxonomic arrangement. Thus, in the end, the Kazmierczak turned out to be the 

better field guide for India although one surely needs both guides for any visit. In 
many respects both guides are absolute necessities. Time and again it took the 
use of the combination of books to come up with the identification. 

Krys Kazmierczak’s "A Birdwatcher’s Guide to India" is very useful at the planning 
stage. 

REPORTS AND ARTICLES  

Anwaruddin Choudbury, OBC Bulletin no. 25. The status of the birds of Dibru-
Saikhowa Sanctuary. 
Jon Hornbuckle. Report on a birding trip to Northeast India, 17 February – 
21 March 1998. 
Henk Hendriks. Northeast India, March 7 – February 20 1998. 

I relied heavily on the excellent report and incredibly detailed list of Jon 
Hornbuckle with Des Allen, Paul Holt and Krys Kazmierczak, which is available 
from OBC. 

SOFTWARE  

BIRDBASE & BIRDAREA 
I use this software to keep track of the birds I have seen and to make lists of any 
country, labelling endemics and birds previously seen in that country, outside it, or 
both. BirdArea can produce checklists of the birds of any country of Clements’ 

world birds. 

USEFUL INFO 

 
E-mail: birdingindia@gmail.com 
Website: www.allindiabirdingtours.com/ 

Again I cannot praise Adventure Gurudongma enough - it was an absolutely 
fabulous trip without any significant difficulty - pulled off in a difficult and 
extremely bureaucratic country. Having Adventure Gurudongma arrange our trip 
was by far the best decision we could have made. 

ITINERARY 

February 20     Chaam * Brussels * Vienna * Delhi 
February 21     Delhi * Guwahati 

ASSAM 

February 22     Guwahati * Kaziranga National Park 
February 23     Kaziranga 
February 24     Kaziranga 
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February 25     Kaziranga (incl. Panbari Forest) 
February 26     Kaziranga * Dibru-Saikhowa Wildlife Sanctuary 
February 27     Dibru-Saikhowa 

February 28     Dibru-Saikhowa 

ARUNACHAL PRADESH 

March 1           Guijan * Miao * Deban Village (Namdapha National 
Park) 
March 2           Namdapha 

March 3           Namdapha 
March 4           Namdapha 
March 5           Namdapha 
March 6           Deban * Miao * Digboi  

ASSAM 

March 7           Digboi 
March 8           Digboi * Dibrugarh * Delhi 
March 9           Delhi * Vienna * Brussels * Chaam  

NOTES ON SITES 

The notes are only information supplementary to Krys Kazmierczak’s excellent “A 
Birdwatcher’s Guide to India”, the essential guide to the bird sites of India. For a 
detailed report of species and numbers please refer to the systematic list at the 
end of this report. 

ASSAM 

KAZIRANGA NATIONAL PARK 

Accommodation: The Wild Grass Resort 5 kms east of Kohora is strongly 
recommended for comfort and convenience. They arrange for everything and can 

provide top class guides. Telephone no. 037626-62001,62805. 

Kaziranga National Park is the premier mammal site in Assam and holds an 
excellent range of birds. Located on the south banks of the mighty Brahmaputra 
River in the far northeast of India, Assam, Kaziranga National Park covers an area 
of approximately 430 km2 with its mosaic of swamps, vast reed-beds, tall thickets 

of elephant grass and lowland subtropical forests making it the ideal habitat for 
the Indian Rhinoceros. Due to limitless poaching of this prehistoric survivor, the 
Kaziranga National Park was declared a wildlife sanctuary in 1940. 

Kaziranga's visiting season is from mid-November to early April months. During 
the monsoons, the Brahmaputra River bursts its banks, flooding the low-lying 
grasslands and causing animals to migrate from one area to another within the 

Kaziranga National Park. 

We divided our visit between Kaziranga and the tea plantation behind the Wild 
Grass Resort. Each visit to the park includes an obligatory armed Forest Guard. 



Inside the National Park elephant rides are available between 6.00 am and 7.00 
am from Kohora. One ride is recommended to get a feel of the place and, if lucky, 
to get up close to the Bengal Florican, an endangered rarity. Various four-wheel 

drive vehicles are available to tour the three ranges. The Eastern Range at 
Agaratoli is about 30 kms away from Kohora. Factor in the travel time plus the 
fact that this is the longest trip inside the forest before you set off. The Western 
range at Baghori is the shortest run, but great for rhinos and buffaloes. 

Birds seen here during our trip: 

Spot-billed Pelican, Little Cormorant, Darter, Grey Heron, Purple Heron, Great 
Egret, Intermediate Egret, Little Egret, Indian Pond-Heron, Cattle Egret, Asian 
Openbill, Black Stork, Woolly-necked Stork, Black-necked Stork, Lesser 
Adjutant, Greater Adjutant, Black-headed Ibis, Greylag Goose, Bar-headed 
Goose, Ruddy Shelduck, Cotton Pigmy-goose, Eurasian Wigeon, Gadwall, Eurasian 
Teal, Mallard, Spot-billed Duck, Northern Pintail, Garganey, Northern Shoveler, 

Common Pochard, Ferruginous Pochard, Tufted Duck, Osprey, Oriental Honey-
buzzard, Black-shouldered Kite, Black Kite, Brahminy Kite, Pallas’ Fish-Eagle, 
Grey-headed Fish-Eagle, Indian Vulture, Himalayan Griffon, Short-toed Eagle, 
Crested Serpent-Eagle, Western Marsh-Harrier, Pallid Harrier, Pied Harrier, 
Shikra, White-eyed Buzzard, Indian Spotted Eagle, Greater Spotted Eagle, 
Imperial Eagle, Changeable Hawk-Eagle, Eurasian Kestrel, Peregrine Falcon, 
Swamp Francolin, Red Junglefowl, Kalij Pheasant, White-breasted Waterhen, 
Purple Swamphen, Common Moorhen, Eurasian Coot, Bronze-winged Jacana, 
Northern Lapwing, River Lapwing, Grey-headed Lapwing, Red-wattled Lapwing, 
Little Ringed Plover, Spotted Redshank, Common Redshank, Common 
Greenshank, Green Sandpiper, Wood Sandpiper, Common Sandpiper, Temminck’s 
Stint, River Tern, Pale-capped Pigeon, Spotted Dove, Yellow-footed Pigeon, 
Green Imperial-Pigeon, Alexandrine Parakeet, Rose-ringed Parakeet, Blossom-

headed Parakeet, Red-breasted Parakeet, Green-billed Malkoha, Greater Coucal, 
Collared Scops-Owl, Brown Fish-Owl, Asian Barred Owlet, Spotted Owlet, Savanna 
Nightjar, Himalayan Swiftlet, Asian Palm-Swift, Stork-billed Kingfisher, White-
throated Kingfisher, Pied Kingfisher, Blue-bearded Bee-eater, Green Bee-eater, 
Indian Roller, Oriental Pied-Hornbill, Lineated Barbet, Blue-throated Barbet, Blue-
eared Barbet, Coppersmith Barbet, Fulvous-breasted Woodpecker, Grey-faced 

Woodpecker, Black-rumped Flameback, Rufous-winged Bushlark, Oriental Skylark, 
Plain Martin, Barn Swallow, White Wagtail, Citrine Wagtail, Oriental Pipit, Olive-
backed Pipit, Rosy Pipit, Large Cuckoo-Shrike, Long-tailed Minivet, Short-billed 
Minivet, Scarlet Minivet, Black-crested Bulbul, Red-whiskered Bulbul, Red-vented 
Bulbul, White-throated Bulbul, Black Bulbul, Golden-fronted Leafbird, Common 
Iora, Blue Whistling-Thrush, Scaly Thrush, Yellow-bellied Prinia, Ashy Prinia, 
Common Tailorbird, Dusky Warbler, Smoky Warbler, Tickell’s Leaf-Warbler, 
Yellow-browed Warbler, Greenish Warbler, Yellow-vented Warbler, Striated 
Grassbird, Red-breasted Flycatcher, Little Pied Flycatcher, Verditer Flycatcher, 
Small Niltava, Pale-chinned Blue-Flycatcher, Grey-headed Canary-Flycatcher, 
Siberian Rubythroat, Oriental Magpie-Robin, White-rumped Shama, Daurian 
Redstart, Black-naped Monarch, Greater Necklaced Laughingthrush, Rufous-
necked Laughingthrush, Abbott’s Babbler, White-browed Scimitar-Babbler, 

Striped Tit-Babbler, Chestnut-capped Babbler, Great Tit, Velvet-fronted Nuthatch, 
Purple Sunbird, Crimson Sunbird, Scarlet-backed Flowerpecker, Black-hooded 
Oriole, Maroon Oriole, Asian Fairy-Bluebird, Brown Shrike, Long-tailed Shrike, 
Grey-backed Shrike, Black Drongo, Bronzed Drongo, Lesser Racked-tailed Drongo. 
Hair-crested Drongo, Greater Racket-tailed Drongo, Ashy Woodswallow, Rufous 



Treepie, Grey Treepie, House Crow, Large-billed Crow, Spot-winged Starling, 
Common Hill Myna, White-vented Myna, Jungle Myna, Common Myna, Asian Pied 
Starling, Chestnut-tailed Starling, Eurasian Tree Sparrow, Baya Weaver, White-

rumped Munia. 

DIBRU-SAIKHOWA WILDLIFE SANCTUARY 

Accommodation: The River Island Camp in the reserve, however just before we 
arrived at Dibru-Saikhowa the separatists had attacked a military camp in the 
neighbourhood and the police did not permit that foreigners would camp in the 

reserve. 

We spent three nights in the house of our local guide and host Joynal Abedin in 
Guijan  

The little known wildlife sanctuary of Dibru-Saikhowa is an area of grassland and 

swamp forest sandwiched between the Brahmaputra and Dibru rivers in the east 
of Assam. 

Contained between these rivers, the park is a 340km2 reserve, which was set up 
with a view to protecting the grassland and swamp habitat on the flood plains of 
the Brahmaputra River. 

It has numerous internal water channels & bodies, seasonally flooded forests, 
"beels", and grassy pockets. This makes it an interesting birding destination for 
rare specialised grass land and swamp forest birds such as the threatened Marsh 
Babbler, Jerdon's Babbler, Black-breasted Parrotbill, Swamp Prinia and 
Jerdon’s Bushchat. 

Dibru-Saikhowa National Park is generally kept open for tourist from month of 
November to April or as notified by the National Park Authority. A written 
permission from the Park Authority for entering into the National Park is 
obligatory. 

No entry after sunset and before sunrise is permitted in the Park. Guijan Ghat and 
Saikhowa Ghat are the two entry points for tourists.  

Birds seen here during our trip: 

Great Cormorant, Little Cormorant, Darter, Intermediate Egret, Little Egret, Indian 
Pond-Heron, Cattle Egret, Striated Heron, Little Bittern, Asian Openbill, Lesser 

Adjutant, Ruddy Shelduck, Eurasian Teal, Spot-billed Duck, Tufted Duck, Oriental 
Honey-buzzard, Black Kite, White-rumped Vulture, Indian Vulture, Crested 
Serpent-Eagle, Western Marsh-Harrier, Northern Harrier, Crested Goshawk, 
Shikra, Eurasian Sparrowhawk, Eurasian Buzzard, Changeable Hawk-Eagle, 
Eurasian Kestrel, Swamp Francolin, White-breasted Waterhen, Greater Painted-
Snipe, Red-wattled Lapwing, Pintail Snipe, Common Snipe, Spotted Redshank, 

Common Greenshank, Green Sandpiper, Wood Sandpiper, Common Sandpiper, 
Temminck’s Stint, Long-toed Stint, Great Black-headed Gull, Brown-headed Gull, 
Red-collared Dove, Spotted Dove, Yellow-footed Pigeon, Green Imperial-Pigeon, 
Rose-ringed Parakeet, Red-breasted Parakeet, Asian Drongo-Cuckoo, Green-billed 



Malkoha, Greater Coucal, Brown Hawk-Owl, Asian Barred Owlet, Jungle Owlet, 
Himalayan Swiftlet, Asian Palm-Swift, Stork-billed Kingfisher, White-throated 
Kingfisher, Pied Kingfisher, Indian Roller, Lineated Barbet, Lesser Yellownape, 

Greater Yellownape, Grey-faced Woodpecker, Sand Lark, Plain Martin, Barn 
Swallow, White Wagtail, Citrine Wagtail, Yellow Wagtail, Richard’s Pipit, Olive-
backed Pipit, Rosy Pipit, Rosy Minivet, Scarlet Minivet, Red-whiskered Bulbul, Red-
vented Bulbul, Golden-fronted Leafbird, Common Iora, Blue Whistling-Thrush, 
Zitting Cisticola, Swamp Prinia, Yellow-bellied Prinia, Plain Prinia, Pale-footed 
Bush-Warbler, Grey-sided Bush-Warbler, Spotted Bush-Warbler, Paddyfield 
Warbler, Thick-billed Warbler, Common Tailorbird, Smoky Warbler, Grey-hooded 
Warbler, Chestnut-crowned Warbler, Striated Grassbird, Little Pied Flycatcher, 
Slaty-blue Flycatcher, Small Niltava, Grey-headed Canary-Flycatcher, 
Bluethroat, Oriental Magpie-Robin, White-rumped Shama, Daurian Redstart, Blue-
fronted Redstart, Common Stonechat, White-tailed Stonechat, Jerdon’s 
Bushchat, Lesser Necklaced Laughingthrush, Greater Necklaced Laughingthrush, 
Rufous-necked Laughingthrush, Marsh Babbler, Striped Tit-Babbler, 
Chestnut-capped Babbler, Great Tit, Scarlet-backed Flowerpecker, Oriental White-
eye, Black-hooded Oriole, Long-tailed Shrike, Grey-backed Shrike, Black Drongo, 
Hair-crested Drongo, Green Magpie, Rufous Treepie, Large-billed Crow, Jungle 
Myna, Common Myna, Asian Pied Starling, Chestnut-tailed Starling, Eurasian Tree 
Sparrow, Streaked Weaver. 

DIGBOI IOC NATURE RESERVE 
Accommodation: The Indian Oil Corporation Guesthouse is strongly recommended 
for comfort and convenience. 

The oil town of Digboi in eastern Assam is a convenient last night’s stopover en 
route to or from Arunachal Pradesh. 

Digboi, the site of India's first active oil field is now primarily a refining centre. The 
IOC has recently proposed a nature park surrounding the complex of old derricks 
and drilling platforms including the lowland forests and pools inside the park. 
Access must be requested from the IOC. We had bad luck, because in the week 
prior to our visit the Assam separatists had kidnapped a few people, amongst 
them a few Western people, so we did NOT get a permission to visit the forests. 

Most of our time we spent at the golf-course near the guesthouse and we also 
walked a few hours on the (public) tarmac road along the IOC forest, where we 
did not see many birds. 

Birds seen here during our trip: 

Little Egret, Indian Pond-Heron, Cattle Egret, Pied Harrier, Besra, Changeable 
Hawk-Eagle, White-cheeked Partridge, White-breasted Waterhen, Red-wattled 
Lapwing, Solitary Snipe, Pintail Snipe, Spotted Dove, Rose-ringed Parakeet, Red-
breasted Parakeet, Plaintive Cuckoo, Green-billed Malkoha, Greater Coucal, 
Collared Owlet, Asian Barred Owlet, Himalayan Swiftlet, White-throated Kingfisher, 
Indian Roller, Oriental Pied-Hornbill, Lineated Barbet, Blue-throated Barbet, 

Coppersmith Barbet, Rufous Woodpecker, Greater Yellownape, Grey-faced 
Woodpecker, Barn Swallow, White Wagtail, Blyth’s Pipit, Scarlet Minivet, Bar-
winged Flycatcher-Shrike, Red-whiskered, Red-vented Bulbul, Orange-bellied 
Leafbird, Common Iora, Blue Whistling-Thrush, Black-breasted Thrush, Dusky 



Thrush, Grey-breasted Prinia, Brownish-flanked Bush-Warbler, Clamorous Reed-
Warbler, Common Tailorbird, Smoky Warbler, Tickell’s Leaf-Warbler, Blyth’s 
Leaf-Warbler, Striated Grassbird, Oriental Magpie-Robin, Common Stonechat, 

White-crested Laughingthrush, Chestnut-backed Laughingthrush, Great Tit, 
Sultan Tit, Chestnut-bellied Nuthatch, Black-throated Sunbird, Scarlet-backed 
Flowerpecker, Black-hooded Oriole, Brown Shrike, Long-tailed Shrike, Grey-
backed Shrike, Ashy Drongo, Bronzed Drongo, Green Magpie, Collared Treepie, 
House Crow, Large-billed Crow, White-vented Myna, Jungle Myna, Common Myna, 
Asian Pied Starling, Chestnut-tailed Starling, Eurasian Tree Sparrow, House 
Sparrow, Baya Weaver, White-rumped Munia, Nutmeg Mannikin. 

ARANUCHAL PRADESH 

NAMDAPHA TIGER RESERVE  

Accommodation: The Forest Rest House at Deban (the only accommodation) and 
camping in tents in the jungle 

 The camps mentioned in Kazmierczak’s “A Birdwatcher’s Guide to India” (Hornbill, 
Haldibari & Bulbulia) are in bad shape, because poachers have set fire to the 
bamboo huts. 

There are a few places to camp in the forest: 

HORNBILL: Just 9kms from Deban, this is as the name suggests a homing 
ground for hornbills. Here flocks of these birds can be frequently spotted flying 
from one grove to another.  

HALDIBARI: 

This picturesque camping spot, just 5 kms away from Deban, lies across the Noa-
Dehing River and can be reached by boat. An overnight stay here is enjoyable 
experience in jungle camping.  

BULBULIA: 

This is an enchanting camping site overlooking a large aquifer and derives its 
name from its several natural springs. 

Covering almost 2000km2, Namdapha, one of India’s largest National Parks, 
contains some of Asia’s most luxuriant and poorly explored forest and contains 
some of the region’s most sough-after birds. 

Namdapha National Park is located a few kilometres away from Miao and along the 
turbulent Noa-Dehing River. 

Namdapha was declared as Tiger Reserve by the Government in 1983. Namdapha 

harbours all four Asian large cats: Snow Leopard, Common Leopard, Clouded 
Leopard and Tiger; and Hoolock Gibbon and Asiatic Elephant. 



Little known birds here include Grey Peacock-Pheasant, White-cheeked 
Partridge, the diminutive Pied Falconet, Ward’s Trogon, Oriental Bay-Owl, 
Rufous-necked Hornbill, Pale-headed and Great Slaty Woodpeckers, 

Silver-breasted and Long-tailed Broadbills, Blue-naped Pitta,Black-
breasted Thrush, Sapphire Flycatcher, Collared Treepie; Green Cochoa, 
Coral-billed&Slender-billed Scimitar-Babbler, Spotted Wren-Babbler; 
Rufous-necked, Chestnut-backed& Rufous-vented Laughingthrushes, 
Black-browed & Rufous-headed Parrotbill, the extremely localised Snowy-
throated Babbler, Rufous-throated Fulvetta and the aptly named Beautiful 
Nuthatch.  
It is not frequented by birdwatchers due to its inaccessibility, however with proper 
planning, it is possible to enjoy this most unusual of the Indian National Parks. 
Though it has more tigers and other wildlife than many more famous reserves, it 
is so well preserved that it is actually difficult to see anything here. The only large 
animal we managed to see was a Large Indian Civet. 

Birds seen here during our trip: 

Great Cormorant, Little Egret, Indian Pond-Heron, White-winged Duck, Common 
Merganser, Pallid Harrier, Pied Harrier, Black Eagle, Rufous-bellied Eagle, Mountain 
Hawk-Eagle, Pied Falconet, White-cheeked Partridge, Kalij Pheasant, Grey 
Peacock-Pheasant, Ibisbill, Small Pratincole, River Lapwing, Wood Sandpiper, 
Common Sandpiper, Spotted Dove, Pin-tailed Pigeon, Mountain Imperial-Pigeon, 
Common Hawk-Cuckoo, Mountain Scops-Owl, Jungle Owlet, Jungle Nightjar, 
Himalayan Swiftlet, Red-headed Trogon, Crested Kingfisher, Pied Kingfisher, 
Blue-bearded Bee-eater, Indian Roller, Dollarbird, Great Hornbill, Brown 
Hornbill, Rufous-necked Hornbill, Great Barbet, Lineated Barbet, Blue-throated 
Barbet, Blue-eared Barbet, White-browed Piculet, Lesser Yellownape, Greater 
Yellownape, Grey-faced Woodpecker, Greater Flameback, Pale-headed 

Woodpecker, Bay Woodpecker, Long-tailed Broadbill, Blue-naped Pitta, Rufous-
winged Bushlark, Plain Martin, Barn Swallow, White Wagtail, Olive-backed Pipit, 
Large Cuckoo-Shrike, Black-winged Cuckoo-Shrike, Short-billed Minivet, Scarlet 
Minivet, Bar-winged Flycatcher-Shrike, Red-whiskered, Red-vented Bulbul, White-
throated Bulbul, Black Bulbul, Blue-winged Leafbird, Golden-fronted Leafbird, 
Orange-bellied Leafbird, Common Iora, Blue Whistling-Thrush, Rusty-bellied 

Shortwing, Lesser Shortwing, Zitting Cisticola, White-browed Shortwing, Swamp 
Prinia, Chestnut-headed Tesia, Slaty-bellied Tesia, Tickell’s Leaf-Warbler, Yellow-
browed Warbler, Greenish Warbler, Large-billed Leaf-Warbler, Blyth’s Leaf-
Warbler, Grey-hooded Warbler, Grey-cheeked Warbler, White-spectacled 
Warbler, Chestnut-crowned Warbler, Rufous-faced Warbler, Yellow-bellied 
Warbler, Striated Grassbird, Slaty-backed Flycatcher, Slaty-blue Flycatcher, 
Sapphire Flycatcher, Large Niltava, Rufous-bellied Niltava, Pale-blue Flycatcher, 
Pygmy Blue-Flycatcher, Grey-headed Canary-Flycatcher, Red-flanked Bluetail, 
White-capped Redstart, Plumbeous Redstart, White-tailed Robin, Blue-fronted 
Robin, Slaty-backed Forktail, Green Cochoa, Common Stonechat, Yellow-bellied 
Fantail, White-throated Fantail, White-crested Laughingthrush, Lesser Necklaced 
Laughingthrush, Greater Necklaced Laughingthrush, Rufous-vented 
Laughingthrush, Spot-throated Babbler, Red-billed Scimitarbill, Coral-billed 

Scimitar-Babbler, Streaked Wren-Babbler, Pygmy-Wren-Babbler, Golden 
Babbler, Grey-throated Babbler, Snowy-throated Babbler, Silver-eared Mesia, 
Red-billed Leiothrix, Black-headed Shrike-Babbler, White-browed Shrike-Babbler, 
White-hooded Babbler, Rusty-fronted Barwing, Red-tailed Minla, Rufous-winged 
Fulvetta, Rufous-throated Fulvetta, Nepal Fulvetta, Beautiful Sibia, Long-



tailed Sibia, Striated Yuhina, Whiskered Yuhina, Black-chinned Yuhina, White-
bellied Yuhina, Black-breasted Parrotbill, Rufous-headed Parrotbill, Yellow-
browed Tit, Sultan Tit, Chestnut-bellied Nuthatch, Beautiful Nuthatch, Black-

throated Sunbird, Streaked Spiderhunter, Plain Flowerpecker, Black-hooded 
Oriole, Maroon Oriole, Grey-backed Shrike, Ashy Drongo, Lesser Racket-tailed 
Drongo, Greater Racket-tailed Drongo, Green Magpie, Grey Treepie, Collared 
Treepie, Large-billed Crow, White-vented Myna, Jungle Myna, Common Myna, 
Asian Pied Starling, Chestnut-tailed Starling. 

DAILY LOG 

Thursday 20 February  

Our trip started with an Austria Airlines flight from Brussels via Vienna to Delhi. 
We landed at the airport around midnight (3½ hours time difference with the 
Netherlands), where Major General (Retired) Shandy Gupta already was waiting 
for us. We were transferred to Harry’s Guesthouse, where we spent the night. 

Friday 21 February 

Next morning we left Delhi at 10.30 for our three hours spectacular flight along 
the southern flank of the Himalayas to Guwahati, the bustling hub of northeast 

India in Assam. Peter Lobo was waiting for us at the airport. En route to our hotel 
in Guwahati we had our first lifer of the trip, a grotesque Greater Adjutant 
languidly flapping across the highway, one of the world’s rarest storks. 

After we had put our luggage in the plush Raj Mahal Hotel in dusty, noisy 
Guwahati we had enough time to visit the local fish market, where we had 
excellent views of 23 huge Greater Adjutants, picking through the rubbish. We 
then drove to a marshy area in the centre of the town and here we spent the rest 
of the afternoon noting amongst others White-breasted Waterhen, Dark-throated 
Thrush, Common Tailorbird, Brown Shrike and White-vented Myna. 

Saturday 22 February 

After a refreshing night’s sleep at the Raj Mahal Hotel we started early on our 
second day and after a quick visit to the fish market, counting no less than 45 
Greater Adjutants, we headed eastwards to Kaziranga. 

An easy crossing of Assam afforded us some birding time and amongst the 
numerous tea plantations there were roadside paddies and marshes producing 

amongst others Black-headed Ibis, Woolly-necked Stork, Lesser Adjutant and 
Black-shouldered Kite. A coffee stop was notable for Purple Sunbird and we also 
had good views of an acrobatic male Pied Harrier quartering a stubble field. 

In the early afternoon we arrived at Kaziranga and checked into our very 
comfortable rooms in the Wild Grass Lodge. 

After a late lunch we ventured out from our hotel to the nearby tea estate. Quite a 
variety of birds frequented this attractive area amongst them Red Junglefowl, 
Asian Barred Owlet, Lineated Barbet, Smoky Warbler, Rosy Pipit, Large Cuckoo-



shrike, Daurian Redstart, Greater Necklaced Laughingthrush and Striped Tit-
Babbler. 

Sunday 23 February 

After a comfortable night at the lodge we had a pre-breakfast excursion in the tea 
plantation. Here we added Yellow-footed Pigeon, Black-rumped Flameback, Scaly 
Thrush, a group of noisy Rufous-necked Laughingthrushes, Crimson Sunbird, 
Scarlet-backed Flowerpecker and Black-hooded Oriole to our trip list. Best of all 
however was the telescope view of a beautiful male Siberian Rubythroat in the top 

of the tea bushes, which turned out to be the only one on our trip. 

After breakfast we headed by open-topped jeep and an armed guard to the little-
visited eastern range of Kaziranga, probably the most attractive area of the 
reserve and certainly the most productive for birding. 

Sohola Beel, a large shallow wetland, was teeming with large flocks of waterfowl. 
Wintering Bar-headed Geese made up the bulk of these flocks but there were also 
plenty of ducks, including Cotton Pygmy-geese and Ferruginous Ducks, however 
we did not find our “target duck”, Falcated Duck. 

On the lake were groups of the localised and endangered Spot-billed Pelicans and 

along the edge were small groups of wintering Grey-headed Lapwings and further 
back, in the first trees, both the majestic Pallas's and Grey-headed Fish Eagles and 
a Peregrine Falcon. We also had good views of a soaring White-eyed Buzzard, 
Greater Spotted Eagle and Imperial Eagle. 

In the afternoon we visited the western part of the reserve. The elephant grass 

was rather long here and large areas were burned off this time of year. Despite 
the fire and the smoke we saw many birds amongst them Black-necked Stork, the 
vociferous Swamp Francolin, Kalij Pheasant, Changeable Hawk-Eagle, Green 
Imperial-Pigeon, Greater Coucal, Savanna Nightjar, Chestnut-capped Babbler and 
a large group of the very restricted-range species, Spot-winged Starling. 

Large mammals were everywhere in Kaziranga and we had great views of Indian 
Rhinoceros, Asiatic Elephant, Wild Water Buffalo, Swamp Deer and Hog Deer. We 
came across an Indian Rhinoceros by the roadside – just a wonderful photo 
opportunity - although our guard warned us not to approach the rhino too closely. 
To emphasise his words he showed us his horrible scars from a rhino attack three 
years ago. 

Monday 24 February 

Up at dawn and on our way to the central part of Kaziranga for our ride on an 
elephant. The mahout (driver) could rotate his elephant in whatever direction we 
requested for better viewing. Binoculars could be focused on birds with surprising 
ease from the back of this huge beast, which would stand motionless on 
command. Nonetheless the elephant ride was a great disappointment, because 
despite intensive searching in the long grassland we did not see the Bengal 
Florican, although a guest at the Wild Grass Lodge had told me during dinner, that 
he had seen no less than 7 birds that day! 



We spent most of the day in the central part of the reserve seeing a large variety 
of birds, especially in the area along the Brahmaputra River. The parade of birds 
was impressive and amongst the many birds seen were Lesser Adjutant, Brahminy 

Kite, Short-toed Eagle, River Lapwing, Blossom-headed Parakeet, Green-billed 
Malkoha, Blue-bearded Bee-eater, Bengal Bushlark, Oriental Skylark, Large 
Cuckoo-shrike, Yellow-bellied & Ashy Prinia, Striated Grassbird, Velvet-fronted 
Nuthatch and Black-hooded Oriole. 

The last hour of the day we again spent at the tea estate adding White-throated 
Bulbul, Puff-throated Babbler, White-browed Scimitarbill, Grey Treepie and 

Crimson Sunbird to our bird list. 

During dinner I leafed through the lodge’s diary and read that a few years ago 
someone saw three tigers in two days and even managed to film them! Again I 
got the feeling that we were just a bunch of suckers. 

Tuesday 25 February 

A morning visit to nearby Panbari Forest proved rather fruitful. Working the forest 
edge bordering tea estates, we made short sorties inside the forest, each time 
finding something new. The forest reserve gave us a whole new set of species, 
such as Fulvous-breasted Woodpecker, a brightly-patterned Yellow-vented Warbler 

(my second bird ever), Small Niltava, Pale-chinned Blue-Flycatcher, White-tailed 
Robin, Abbott’s Babbler and Asian Fairy-Bluebird. A group of the evocative-
sounding Hoolock Gibbons, the only ape of India, and a group of Capped Langurs 
were in full view in the treetops. 

In the afternoon we again headed to the eastern range in a last desperate effort to 
find the Bengal Florican. Many of the birds here were of course the same ones as 
seen on our first visit, but inevitably we found several new ones amongst them the 
recently split Indian Spotted Eagle and Pale-capped Pigeon. 

However our search for the target birds Bengal Florican and Falcated Duck proved 
to be a fruitless search. The weather & bird gods definitely did not smile for the 
rest of the day and in the late afternoon a pall of thick, impenetrable clouds came 

in and then consistent heavy rain sabotaged further birding, driving us back to the 
Wild Grass Lodge and a little disheartened we left Kaziranga. 

Wednesday 26 February 

The following day was largely a travelling day as we headed for Dibrugarh in the 

east of Assam. After a short shop in this town, sending a few E-mails to Holland & 
Belgium, we arrived at 14.00 hours in the small village of Guijan, where we met 
our local guide Joynal Abedin. 

With a vibrating motorised boat Joynal escorted us across the Dibru to the Dibru-
Saikhowa Reserve. We had a late lunch at his birding camp (local style huts) on 
the river island and here we saw our first Sand Larks. 



The late afternoon was spent checking the extensive grasslands along the Dibru 
River near Guijan and we hit the jackpot immediately because amongst the birds 
we saw there were White-tailed Stonechat and Jerdon's Babbler. 

When we returned to Guijan, Joynal told us that the police refused to give us 
permission to camp on the island, because there had been an attack by 
separatists on a nearby army post. We spent the night at Joynal's house in Guijan. 

Thursday 27 February 

The following day we ventured into the heart of Dibru-Saikhowa in search of the 
very elusive Marsh Babbler. To get to this bird it was necessary to do some hard-
bottom wading, and the removal of trousers was required, as the water was 
almost thigh deep. In this area we saw our only Jerdon’s Bushchat of the trip, a 
bird I had only seen once, many years ago in northern Thailand. We also saw a 
few shorebirds here with Spotted & Common Greenshanks, a few Temminck’s 
Stints and a single Long-toed Stint. Wintering Bush-Warblers included Pale-footed, 
Grey-sided and Spotted, as well as a few Smoky Warblers. 

Then we explored the elephant grass and here a singing Marsh Babbler was 
playing hide-and-seek amongst the large grass tussocks and we also saw the 
distinctive localised Swamp Prinia. We had a warm lunch in a camp of the forest 

guards. 

After a short siesta we made a stroll in the forest and most noteworthy of the 
birds encountered here were Red-headed Trogon, Grey-hooded Warbler, 
Chestnut-crowned Warbler, Small Niltava, Green Magpie and Greater & Lesser 
Necklaced Laughingthrush. 

Friday 28 February  

At 5.30 we were transported by boat to another part of the Dibru-Saikhowa WS. 
All morning we checked the long grass but couldn't locate our quarry, the much 
sought-after Black-breasted Parrotbill. Things looked bleak, nothing was calling 
and desperately we followed Joynal back and forth in the long grass. Perhaps they 
were not singing yet? 

We did get our first looks at Thick-billed Warbler, another Jerdon’s Babbler and 
mixed flocks of Rosy and Olive-backed Pipits were also good. In the afternoon we 
made another try and although Joynal had told us he that he had never dipped the 
Parrotbill here, we did NOT find the bird, our second major dip. I should have 

known: Murphy’s Law. 

Amongst the birds we did see today were Striated Heron, White-rumped Vulture, 
Swamp Francolin, Zitting Cisticola, Blue-fronted Redstart, Rufous-necked 
Laughingthrush, Marsh Babbler, Striped Tit-Babbler and Asian Drongo-Cuckoo. 

Very disappointed and in a gloomy mood we returned to Guijan. 

Saturday 1March 



It rained heavily during the night, but again the skies were clear when we left 
Guijan at 7.00. Namdapha was our destination today. The tarmac road to the 
border was scarred by many potholes and we had to drive very slowly. At the 

border with Arunachal Pradesh we had to wait, but soon the inevitable paperwork 
was complete and we were heading off south to Namdapha. At mid-afternoon we 
arrived at the tiger reserve and a stop along the stony Noa-Dihing River added 
Common Merganser and Crested Kingfisher to our list. On arrival at the forest rest 
house in Deban, we were given a warm welcome and hot tea by our hosts, and 
after suitable sustenance and refreshment we were back in the field to work out 
our first forest trails enabling us to get a first taste of Namdapha. 

The forest echoed with the voices of Sultan Tits and White-crested 
Laughingthrushes and we eagerly started exploring the forest. Most noteworthy of 
the birds we encountered here were Great Barbet, Ashy Bulbul, White-browed 
Shortwing, the beautiful Sapphire Flycatcher, large groups of Silver-eared Mesias, 
many Streaked Spiderhunters and best of all in a small area of bamboo a Collared 

Treepie. 

The last hour of the day strolling along the riverbank revealed a White-capped 
Redstart and a very bad flight view of what I thought was probably an Ibisbill.  

Sunday 2 March 

We slept well and woke up to a bright day with clear sunshine. In the company of 
seven porters, a guide, a cook and two elephants from the forest department, we 
crossed the Noa-Dihing River and were in another world. The forest here was 
amazing with huge trees and ideal, broad, flat jeep-width trails. Japang, our 
guide, told us that this trail cut straight through the 2000 km2 of untamed jungle. 
The forest was alive with the sounds of birds, very noisy Hoolock Gibbons and it 
was also loaded with leeches. 

The habitat was superb and the area was very birdy and produced some excellent 
birds. The dense undergrowth was evidently Tesia heaven and with the help of my 
tape recorder we managed to see both Grey-bellied and Slaty. Other highlights 
were good numbers of Great Hornbills, Brown Hornbill, Mountain Imperial-Pigeon, 

Bay Woodpecker, Golden-fronted & Blue-winged Leafbird, Rufous-faced Warbler, 
Nepal Fulvetta, Rufous-throated Fulvetta, Large Niltava and Grey-throated 
Babbler. After a late lunch at Haldibari we continued towards the next camp. 

We were used to the noisy Hoolock Gibbons now, as we trudged steadily. 
Occasionally the trail drew near the river, the view becoming increasingly 
impressive as we slowly climbed higher up the valley. 

Here among many other species we found Blue-bearded Bee-eater, White-
spectacled Warbler, Yellow-bellied Warbler, Orange-bellied Leafbird, Yellow-
browed Tit and a flowering Bombax tree, which attracted large numbers of Long-
tailed Sibias and Blue-throated Barbets. We also heard, but couldn’t draw out a 

White-cheeked Partridge and several Blue-naped Pittas. All afternoon we checked 
the huge epiphyte- and moss-covered gargantuan trees and already on our first 
day in the forest we were lucky enough to see the Beautiful Nuthatch, the most 
gorgeous of the nuthatches. 



On our arrival at Hornbill, our second camp, we were greeted by the sight of our 
neatly erected tents (complete with a clean latrine tent) and helped ourselves to a 
cool beer by the campfire, while the meals that our crew turned out were 

incredible. This was to be a daily routine. 

Monday 3 March 

The next day we continued further into the welcoming depths of the forest, 
another four kilometres to Bulbulia, where we camped for the following two nights. 
Everybody had encounters with the leeches, but I had far more leeches crawling 

over my khaki leech guards than the others had, there was definitely something 
wrong with my shoelaces or my blood. I watched a porter impassively flick a few 
leeches from his foot with the tip of a machete, as he relaxed silently after several 
hours of trudging with the heaviest of the packs. 

Highlights of our stroll to Bulbulia included a few noisy Long-tailed Broadbills, a 
beautiful male Rusty-bellied Shortwing, White-tailed Robin, Slaty-backed Forktail, 
a flock of more than 10 Rusty-fronted Barwings, Red-tailed Minla, Black-chinned 
Yuhina and Striated Yuhina. 

Japang showed us the tracks of a tiger, but our chances seeing one were not 
good. Namdapha wasn't like Ranthambore or something, where the tigers 

practically posed for me in 1988. 

It was past 5.00 when we reached the hot spring and mud-volcano of Bulbulia 
Camp (950m). The porters chained the elephants on the trees and erected our 
sleeping tents and made a campfire complete with folding chairs and tables. 

I fell asleep within minutes of crawling into my sleeping bag. My sleep was heavy, 
dreamless and deathlike and when I awoke, I awoke instantly, completely alert 
and heard a Mountain Scops-Owl and a Jungle Nightjar calling. 

Tuesday 4 March 

Today was probably the best birding day of the whole trip. The break of dawn 
found us walking to Ranijheel. 

In the early morning hours we added an ample array of Namdapha specialities to 
our list amongst them Pin-tailed Pigeon, Rufous-necked Hornbill, White-browed 
Piculet, Pale-headed Woodpecker, Pale Blue-Flycatcher, Red-billed Leiothrix, 
Rufous-vented Laughingthrush, Black-headed & White-browed Shrike-Babbler, 
Beautiful Sibia, Rufous-headed Parrotbill and again the Beautiful Nuthatch. 

However, the undoubted highlight of the day was a superb White-winged Duck at 
the pool in Ranijheel, perhaps Northeastern India’s highest ornithological prize. 

At midday, the skies became overcast again and the light faded quickly, followed 

by heavy rain and wind. Luckily it did not last long and a short while later we 
returned to the bamboo zone. A large bamboo bird-wave contained a Black-
browed Parrotbill, Red-billed & Coral-billed Scimitar-Babblers, Snowy-throated 
Babblers, White-hooded Babblers and Long-tailed Broadbills. 



Our shoes were soaked and the conditions were beginning to tell on our bodies. 
When we returned at the camp, we started to dry out our shoes and wet kits over 
the fire in our camp. We had a delicious meal with rice cooked inside bamboo 

stems over an ordinary campfire and fresh fish caught by the porters in the small 
stream near the camp. 

Wednesday 5 March 

At the break of dawn we were exploring the jungle again, while one of the porters 
was searching for an escaped elephant. 

We spent most of our time between Bulbulia and Hornbill and although it was our 
fifth day in the tiger reserve we added quite a few birds to our list.  

A real treat en route was watching a male Blue-fronted Robin creeping amongst 
the leaf litter, a bird we had dipped last year at Lava in West Bengal. Long-tailed 

Broadbills were actually common, a pair of Pied Falconets was sitting in the 
treetops and we were treated to a spectacular flying display by the two. A Pale 
Blue-Flycatcher and Pygmy Blue-Flycatcher and a Streaked Wren-Babbler gave 
excellent views, with perseverance. 

Other goodies we encountered were Slaty-backed Flycatcher, Spot-throated 

Babbler, Golden Babbler and White-bellied Yuhina. In the late afternoon we were 
back in Deban Village. 

Thursday 6 March  

The break of dawn found us on the tracks in the forest surrounding Deban. One of 

the first birds we saw was an adult Rufous-bellied Eagle flying across the Noa-
Dihing River. Nearby the rest house several Olive-backed Pipits allowed excellent 
views on the ground. Further searching produced a good variety of birds including 
Mountain Hawk-Eagle, Bar-winged Flycatcher-Shrike, Black Bulbul, Lesser 
Shortwing, Slaty-bellied Tesia, Beautiful Sibia and best of all a Green Cochoa. 

All too soon our time at Namdapha ended and we had to leave this pristine forest. 
We made a stop near the entrance of the reserve and walked the 500 metres 
across the fields to the Noa–Dihing River. I desperately needed the Ibisbill and this 
was my last chance. Strolling through the fields we saw our only Dollarbird of the 
trip, a few Bengal Bushlarks and a Swamp Prinia. We also had good views of a 
flock of more than 150 Small Pratincoles on the exposed sandbars. 

Vital and I had to wade through a tributary river (and got soaking wet) before we 
found a feeding group of five Ibisbills. This time I had a good look at these 
wintering Himalayan specialities. 

Hereafter we headed to Miao, got tea at Japang’s home and then left Arunachal 
Pradesh. On the long drive towards Digboi a couple of stops added Emerald Dove 

to our trip list.  

We arrived after dark at the Indian oil complex in Digboi. Here we checked into a 
nice accommodation, the IOC Guesthouse. 



Friday 7 March 

In the early morning we headed to the head office of the IOC. We did not get 

permission to enter the complex, because they could not supply enough police 
protection and we returned very disappointed to the guesthouse.  

We then spent most of our time on the nearby golf-course. We explored the small 
valleys with secondary forest and amongst the birds seen here were White-
cheeked Partridge, Plaintive Cuckoo, Eurasian Hoopoe, Dark-throated Thrush, 
Clamorous Reed-Warbler and Black-hooded Oriole. 

Following lunch we headed to the IOC forest and after a long talk with an officer 
we got permission to make a short walk with armed guards in the forest. It was 
hot and we did not see many birds. Amongst the birds seen were Mountain Hawk-
Eagle, Rufous Woodpecker, White-crested Laughingthrush, Chestnut-backed 
Laughingthrush, Sultan Tit, Collared Treepie and Baya Weaver. 

The last hours of the day we spent in the marshy area between the golf-course 
and the railway. This area produced Pintail Snipes; a group of Blyth’s Pipits, a 
beautiful male Black-breasted Thrush, Dark-throated Thrush, Brownish-flanked 
Bush-Warbler and Striated Grassbird. However, the undoubted highlight of the day 
was a Solitary Snipe flying away only two metres before our feet. When we 

returned to our hotel a pair of Collared Owlets was roosting in a tree at the 
entrance of our hotel complex. 

Saturday/Sunday 8/9 March 

During the night Assam separatists had attacked the refinery in Digboi and black 

smoke was all over town. When we headed to the IOC forest we saw flames of 
more than 100 metres height at the IOC complex. 

We made a short stroll at the same area as yesterday, but did not see anything 
special there. 

After breakfast we made another stroll in the marshy area between the railway 
and the golf-course and most noteworthy of the birds seen were Pintail Snipe, 
Besra, both Black-breasted & Dusky Thrush, Dark-throated Thrush and a group of 
Grey-breasted Prinias, the last addition to our birdlist. 

We then left the burning oil installations of Digboi and reluctantly we eventually 
headed back to Dibrugarh for our Air Sahara flight to Delhi. In the mid-afternoon 
we arrived at Dibrugarh and flew via Guwahati to Delhi. In India's capital we had 
dinner with the daughter and son-in-law of General Gupta. 

In the middle of the night we said goodbye to India, returning after a very long 
stopover at Vienna in Brussels at 18.00 hours, where Willemien and Riet were 
waiting for us. 

 



For Vital and me the highlight of the trip was the trek through the wonderfully 
undisturbed forests of Namdapha National Park. Amongst a host of good birds 
seen in Northeast India, highlights for me were Greater Adjutant, White-winged 

Duck, Ibisbill, Dusky Thrush, Rusty-bellied Shortwing, Swamp Prinia, Blue-fronted 
Robin, Marsh Babbler, Jerdon’s Babbler and Beautiful Nuthatch. We had a fairly 
successful trip and all in all we saw most of our target species, however we still 
failed to find a bunch of good birds, e.g. White-bellied Heron, Bengal Florican, 
Blyth’s Kingfisher, Ward’s Trogon and Black-breasted & Grey-headed Parrotbill. 

We recorded 354 species of birds during our 16-day trip, including some of the 

most sought-after birds in Northeast India and I finished the trip with 54 lifers. 

Full bird and Mammal list 

Systematic list of birds for NE India, Jan Vermeulen 

This list follows the taxonomy, names and sequence of James F. Clements (Birds 
of the World. A Check List, Fifth Edition, 2000, including updates May 2000 - 
December 2002). 

This fifth edition is based primarily on the higher taxonomic sequence outlined in 
the "Handbook of the Birds of the World" series published by Lynx Edicions. 

Species in brackets are the English names in "A Field Guide to the Birds of the 
Indian Subcontinent" by Krys Kazmierczak & Ber van Perlo, but only mentioned 
when these differ substantially from the Clements Check List. 

The Dutch names follow the translated "Complete Checklist of Birds of the World" 

(Complete Checklist van Vogels van de Wereld) of Michael Walters. 

Numbers quoted are estimates of the minimum numbers seen. 

The following abbreviations are used: 

NP            =  National Park 
WS            =  Wildlife Sanctuary 
IOC           =  Indian Oil Corporation 
15+           =  a minimum of 15 birds 

 

1.   SPOT-BILLED PELICAN, Pelecanus philippensis, Grijze Pelikaan 
Up to 15 a day at Kaziranga NP.  

2.   GREAT Cormorant, Phalacrocorax carbo, Aalscholver 
Small numbers at Dibru-Saikhowa WS and along the Noa-Dihing River at 
Namdapha NP.  

3.   LITTLE CORMORANT, Phalacrocorax niger, Indische Dwergaalscholver 
A very common and widespread species in Assam.  

http://www.amazon.co.uk/exec/obidos/ASIN/1873403933/thebirdsofsunder
http://www.amazon.co.uk/exec/obidos/ASIN/1873403933/thebirdsofsunder
http://www.amazon.co.uk/exec/obidos/ASIN/0300079214/thebirdsofsunder
http://www.amazon.co.uk/exec/obidos/ASIN/0300079214/thebirdsofsunder


4.   DARTER, Anhinga melanogaster, Slangenhalsvogel 
Fairly common at Kaziranga NP and small numbers at Dibru-Saikhowa WS.  

5.   GREY HERON, Ardea cinerea, Blauwe Reiger 
Up to 3 a day at Kaziranga NP.  

6.   PURPLE HERON, Ardea purpurea, Purperreiger 
4 at Kaziranga NP.  

7.   Great Egret, Ardea alba, Grote Zilverreiger 
Small numbers at Guwahati and Kaziranga NP.  

8.   INTERMEDIATE EGRET, Egretta intermedia, Middelste Zilverreiger 
2 - 5 daily on jeep drives inside Kaziranga NP and 1 at Dibru-Saikhowa WS.  

9.   LITTLE EGRET, Egretta garzetta, Kleine Zilverreiger 

A very common and widespread species in Assam. 

10.    Indian Pond-Heron, Ardeola Greyii, Indische Ralreiger 
A fairly common and widespread species in Assam. 

11.    Cattle Egret, Bubulcus ibis, Koereiger 

A very common and widespread species in Assam. 

12.    STRIATED HERON, Butorides striatus, Mangrovereiger 
A single bird at Dibru-Saikhowa WS. 

13.    CINNAMON BITTERN, Ixobrychus cinnamomeus, Rossig Woudaapje 

A single bird at Dibru-Saikhowa WS. 

14.    ASIAN OPENBILL, Anastomus oscitans, Indische Gaper 
8 at Kaziranga NP, up to 10 a day at Dibru-Saikhowa WS and small numbers en 
route in Assam. 

15.    BLACK STORK, Ciconia nigra, Zwarte Ooievaar 
A single bird at Kaziranga NP. 

16.    WOOLLY-NECKED STORK, Ciconia episcopus, Bisschopsooievaar 
Up to 10 a day at Kaziranga NP. 

17.    BLACK-NECKED STORK, Ephippiorhynchus asiaticus, 
Zwarthalsooievaar 
Up to 4 a day at Kaziranga NP. 

18.    LESSER ADJUTANT, Leptoptilos javanicus, Javaanse Maraboe 
Up to 15 a day at Kaziranga NP and small numbers en route in Assam and at 

Dibru-Saikhowa WS. 

19.    GREATER ADJUTANT,Leptoptilos dubius, Indische Maraboe 
45+ at the fish market in Guwahati and up to 6 a day at Kaziranga NP. 



20.    BLACK-HEADED IBIS, Threskiornis melanocephalus, Indische Witte 
Ibis 
6 en route Guwahati - Kaziranga.  

21.    GREYLAG GOOSE, Anser anser, Grauwe Gans 
Up to 20 a day at Kaziranga NP. 

22.    BAR-HEADED GOOSE, Anser indicus, Indische Gans 
Very common at Kaziranga NP. 

23.    RUDDY SHELDUCK,Tadorna ferruginea, Casarca 
Fairly common at Kaziranga NP and 20+ at Dibru-Saikhowa WS. 

24.    WHITE-WINGED DUCK, Cairina scutulata, Witvleugelboseend 
A splendid observation of this rare and endangered duck at Ranijheel in Namdapha 
NP.  

25.    COTTON PYGMY-GOOSE, Nettapus coromandelianus, 
Coromandeleend 
3 at Kaziranga NP.  

26.    EURASIAN WIGEON, Anas penelope, Smient 
50+ at Kaziranga NP.  

27.    GADWALL, Anas strepera, Krakeend 
Very common at Kaziranga NP.  

28.    EURASIAN TEAL (COMMON TEAL), Anas crecca, Wintertaling 
Fairly common at Kaziranga NP and 5 at Dibru-Saikhowa WS.  

29.    MALLARD, Anas platyrhynchos, Wilde Eend 
A few at Kaziranga NP.  

30.    SPOT-BILLED DUCK, Anas poecilorhyncha, Vlekbekeend 

Common at Kaziranga NP and up to 25 a day at Dibru-Saikhowa WS.  

31.    NORTHERN PINTAIL, Anas acuta, Pijlstaart 
Fairly common at Kaziranga NP.  

32.    GARGANEY, Anas querquedula, Zomertaling 

A few at Kaziranga NP.  

33.    NORTHERN SHOVELER, Anas clypeata, Slobeend 
Up to 25 a day at Kaziranga NP.  

34.    COMMON POCHARD, Aythya ferina, Tafeleend 

15+ at Kaziranga NP.  

35.    FERRUGINOUS POCHARD, Aythya nyroca, Witoogeend 
Fairly common at Kaziranga NP.  



36.    TUFTED DUCK, Aythya fuligula, Kuifeend 
Up to 25 a day at Kaziranga NP and 20+ at Dibru-Saikhowa WS.  

37.    COMMON MERGANSER, Mergus merganser, Grote Zaagbek 
Only noted on the Noa-Dihing River between Deban and Miao at Namdapha NP 
with a maximum of 25 a day.  

38.    OSPREY, Pandion haliaetus, Visarend 
Up to 3 a day at Kaziranga NP. 

39.    Oriental Honey-buzzard, Pernis ptilorhynchus, Aziatische 
Wespendief 
2 at Kaziranga NP and 1 at Dibru-Saikhowa WS. 

40.    BLACK-SHOULDERED KITE,Elanus caeruleus, Grijze Wouw 
3 at Kaziranga NP. 

41.    Black Kite, Milvus migrans, Zwarte Wouw 
Common in Guwahati and small numbers at Dibru-Saikhowa WS. 

42.    BRAHMINY KITE, Haliastur indus, Brahmaanse Wouw 
A single bird at Kaziranga NP. 

43.    PALLAS' FISH-EAGLE, Haliaeetus leucoryphus, Witbandzeearend 
Up to 4 a day at Kaziranga NP.  

44.    GREY-HEADED fish-eagle, Ichthyophaga ichthyaetus, Grote 
Rivierarend 
Up to 3 a day at Kaziranga NP.  

45.    WHITE-RUMPED VULTURE, Gyps bengalensis, Bengaalse Gier 
Small numbers at Dibru-Saikhowa WS. 

46.    INDIAN Vulture, Gyps indicus, Indische Gier 

Fairly common at Kaziranga NP and Dibru-Saikhowa WS. 

47.    HIMALAYAN GRIFFON, Gyps himalayensis, Himalayagier 
5 at Kaziranga NP. 

48.    SHORT-TOED EAGLE (SHORT-TOED SNAKE-EAGLE), Circaetus 

gallicus, Slangenarend 
A single one at Kaziranga NP. 
  

49.    Crested Serpent-Eagle, Spilornis cheela, Indische Slangenarend 
Up to 3 a day at Kaziranga NP and 4 a day at Dibru-Saikhowa WS, 3 en route in 
Arunachal Pradesh.  

50.    WESTERN MARSH-HARRIER (EURASIAN MARSH-HARRIER), Circus 
aeruginosus, Bruine Kiekendief 
4 at Kaziranga NP and 1 at Dibru-Saikhowa WS.  



51.    NORTHERN HARRIER (HEN HARRIER), Circus cyaneus, Blauwe 
Kiekendief 
A female at Dibru-Saikhowa WS.  

52.    PALLID HARRIER, Circus macrourus, Steppekiekendief 
A male at Kaziranga NP and another male along the river between Deban and Miao 
at Namdapha NP.  

53.    PIED HARRIER, Circus melanoleucos, Bonte Kiekendief 
2 males at Kaziranga NP, 1 along the Noa-Dihing River between Deban and Miao 

and 2 at the golf-course in Digboi. 

54.    Crested Goshawk, Accipiter trivirgatus, Kuifhavik 
A single bird at Dibru-Saikhowa WS.  

55.    Shikra, Accipiter badius, Shikra 

3 at Kaziranga NP and also 3 at Dibru-Saikhowa WS.  

56.    Besra, Accipiter virgatus, Besrasperwer 
A single observation at the golf-course in Digboi. 

57.    EURASIAN SPARROWHAWK, Accipiter nisus, Sperwer 
A single one at Dibru-Saikhowa WS.  

58.    WHITE-EYED BUZZARD, Butastur teesa, Witoogbuizerd 
A single observation at Kaziranga NP.  

59.    EURASIAN BUZZARD (COMMON BUZZARD), Buteo buteo, Buizerd 
2 at Dibru-Saikhowa WS. 

60.    Black Eagle, Ictinaetus malayensis, Indische Zwarte Arend 
A single bird in the Haldibari area in Namdapha NP  

61.    INDIAN SPOTTED EAGLE, Aquila hastata, Indische Schreeuwarend 

Lesser Spotted Eagle is now split into the above and Lesser Spotted Eagle 
(Aquila pomarina). 
A single bird at Kaziranga NP. 

62.    GREATER SPOTTED EAGLE, Aquila clanga, Bastaardarend 
2 at Kaziranga NP. 

63.    IMPERIAL EAGLE, Aquila heliaca, Keizerarend 
A splendid observation at Kaziranga NP. 

64.    RUFOUS-BELLIED EAGLE, Aquila kienerii, Roodbuikdwergarend 
A single one at Deban in Namdapha NP. 

65.    CHANGEABLE HAWK-EAGLE, Spizaetus cirrhatus, Indische Kuifarend 
3 at Kaziranga NP, 2 at Dibru-Saikhowa WS and 1 at the IOC forest in Digboi. 



66.    MOUNTAIN Hawk-Eagle, Spizaetus nipalensis, Aziatische Kuifarend 
A single one at Deban in Namdapha NP. 

67.    PIED FALCONET, Microhierax melanoleucus, Bonte Dwergvalk 
A pair at Hornbill in Namdapha NP. 

68.    Eurasian Kestrel (COMMON KESTREL), Falco tinnunculus, Torenvalk 
1 en route Guwahati - Kaziranga NP, 3 at Kaziranga NP and 3 at Dibru-Saikhowa 
WS. 

69.    PEREGRINE FALCON,Falco peregrinus, Slechtvalk 
2 at Kaziranga NP. 

70.    SWAMP FRANCOLIN, Francolinus gularis, Moerasfrankolijn 
Fairly common at Kaziranga NP and a single one at Dibru-Saikhowa WS.  

71.    white-CHEEKED PARTRIDGE, Arborophila atrogularis, 
Witwangbospatrijs 
Singles at Namdapha NP and at the golf-course in Digboi. 

72.    RED JUNGLEFOWL, Gallus gallus, Bankivahoen 
Up to 6 a day at Kaziranga NP.  

73.    KALIJ PHEASANT, Lophura leucomelanos, Nepalfazant  
3 at Kaziranga NP and several times heard at Namdapha NP.  

74.    GREY PEACOCK-PHEASANT, Polyplectron bicalcaratum, Spiegelpauw 
Highly vocal, common and widespread in Namdapha NP. Heard every day.  

75.    WHITE-BREASTED WATERHEN, Amaurornis phoenicurus, 
Witborstwaterhoen 
1 at Guwahati, 4 at Kaziranga NP, 2 at Dibru-Saikhowa WS and 1 at the golf-
course in Digboi.  

76.    PURPLE SWAMPHEN, Porphyrio porphyrio, Purperkoet 
3 at Kaziranga NP.  

77.    COMMON MOORHEN, Gallinula chloropus, Waterhoen 
Fairly common at Kaziranga NP.  

78.    EURASIAN COOT (COMMON COOT), Fulica atra, Meerkoet 
Fairly common at Kaziranga NP.  

79.    Bronze-winged Jacana, Metopidius indicus, Bronsvleugeljacana 
6 at Kaziranga NP and small numbers en route Kaziranga NP - Dibrugarh.  

80.    Greater Painted-snipe, Rostratula benghalensis, Goudsnip 
3 at Dibru-Saikhowa WS.  

81.    IBISBILL, Ibidorhyncha struthersii, Ibissnavel 
5 along the Noa-Dihing Rriver between Deban and Miao at Namdapha NP.  



82.    Small Pratincole, Glareola lactea, Kleine Vorkstaartplevier 
150+ along the Noa-Dihing River between Deban and Miao at Namdapha NP.  

83.    NORTHERN LAPWING, Vanellus vanellus, Kievit 
50+ at Kaziranga NP.  

84.    RIVER LAPWING, Vanellus duvaucelii, Indische Sporenkievit 
1 at Kaziranga NP and 2 along the Noa-Dihing River at Namdapha NP.  

85.    GREY-HEADED LAPWING, Vanellus cinereus, Grijskopkievit 
Fairly common at Kaziranga NP and 12 at the golf-course in Digboi.  

86.    Red-wattled Lapwing, Vanellus indicus, Indische Kievit 
Small numbers en route in Assam, Kaziranga NP, Dibru-Saikhowa WS and at the 
golf-course in Digboi.  

87.    Little Ringed Plover, Charadrius dubius, Kleine Plevier 
Small numbers at Kaziranga NP.  

88.    SOLITARY SNIPE, Gallinago solitaria, Bergsnip 
A very big surprise. This high altitude species was perfectly seen at the marshy 
areas between the golf-course and the railroad in Digboi.  

89.    Pintail Snipe, Gallinago stenura, Stekelstaartsnip 
3 at Dibru-Saikhowa WS and 9 at the golf-course in Digboi. 

90.    Common Snipe, Gallinago gallinago, Watersnip 
Only 1 definite at Dibru-Saikhowa WS. 

91.    Spotted Redshank, Tringa erythropus, Zwarte Ruiter 
30+ at Kaziranga NP and 1 at Dibru-Saikhowa WS. 

92.    Common Redshank, Tringa totanus, Tureluur 
3 at Kaziranga NP. 

93.    Common Greenshank, Tringa nebularia, Groenpootruiter 
50+ at Kaziranga NP and 2 at Dibru-Saikhowa WS. 

94.    Green Sandpiper, Tringa ochropus, Witgat 
1 at Kaziranga NP and 7 at Dibru-Saikhowa WS. 

95.    Wood Sandpiper, Tringa glareola, Bosruiter 
10+ at Kaziranga NP, 4 at Dibru-Saikhowa WS and 1 en route Miao - Deban in 
Namdapha NP. 

96.    Common Sandpiper, Actites hypoleucos, Oeverloper 

Small numbers at most wetland sites. 

97.    Temminck's Stint, Calidris temminckii, Temmincks Strandloper 
25+ at Kaziranga NP and 5 at Dibru-Saikhowa WS. 



98.    long-toed stint, Calidris subminuta, Taigastrandloper 
A splendid observation at Dibru-Saikhowa WS. 

99.    GREAT BLACK-HEADED gull (PALLAS'S GULL), Larus ichthyaetus, 
Reuzenzwartkopmeeuw 
A single one at Dibru-Saikhowa WS. 

100. Brown-headed Gull, Larus brunnicephalus, Bruinkopmeeuw 
2 at Dibru-Saikhowa WS. 

101. RIVER Tern, Sterna aurantia, Rivierstern 
Small numbers every day at Kaziranga NP.  

102. Rock Dove, Columba livia, Stadsduif 
Common in villages and towns.  

103. PALE-CAPPED PIGEON, Columba punicea, Bleekkapduif 
2 at Kaziranga NP.  

104. RED COLLARED-DOVE, Streptopelia tranquebarica, Rode Tortel 
A single bird at Dibru-Saikhowa WS.  

105. SPOTTED DOVE, Streptopelia chinensis, Parelhalstortel 
A very common and widespread species.  

106. EMERALD DOVE, Chalcophaps indica, Smaragdduif 
2 en route in Arunachal Pradesh.  

107. YELLOW-FOOTED (GREEN) PIGEON, Treron phoenicoptera, 
Geelpootpapegaaiduif 
Common at Kaziranga NP and Dibru-Saikhowa WS.  

108. PIN-TAILED (GREEN) PIGEON, Treron apicauda, 
Spitsstaartpapegaaiduif 

Only one bird seen near Ranijheel at Namdapha NP.  

109. GREEN IMPERIAL-PIGEON, Ducula aenea, Groene Muskaatduif 
Small numbers each day at Kaziranga NP and 2 at Dibru-Saikhowa WS.  

110. MOUNTAIN IMPERIAL-PIGEON, Ducula badia, Indische Muskaatduif 

A few each day at Namdapha NP.  

111. ALEXANDRINE PARAKEET, Psittacula eupatria, Grote 
Alexanderparkiet 
5 - 10 each jeep drive at Kaziranga NP.  

112. ROSE-RINGED PARAKEET, Psittacula krameri, Halsbandparkiet 
Widespread and common in open country with trees throughout.  

113. BLOSSOM-HEADED PARAKEET, Psittacula roseata, Bloesemkopparkiet 
2 at Kaziranga NP.  



114. RED-BREASTED PARAKEET, Psittacula alexandri, Alexanderparkiet 
A common and widespread bird in Assam.  

115. COMMON HAWK-CUCKOO, Cuculus varius, Indische Sperwerkoekoek 
Heard every day at Namdapha NP.  

116. PLAINTIVE CUCKOO, Cacomantis merulinus, Piet-van-Vliet 
2 at the golf-course in Digboi.  

117. ASIAN DRONGO-CUCKOO, Surniculus lugubris, Drongokoekoek 
A single bird at Dibru-Saikhowa WS. 

118. GREEN-BILLED Malkoha, Phaenicophaeus tristis, Grote 
Groensnavelmalkoha 
Single ones at Kaziranga NP, Dibru-Saikhowa WS and at the IOC forest in Digboi.  

119. Greater Coucal, Centropus sinensis, Chinese Spoorkoekoek 
3 at Kaziranga NP, 1 at Dibru-Saikhowa WS and also 1 at the golf-course in 
Digboi.  

120. MOUNTAIN SCOPS-Owl, Otus spilocephalus, Gevlekte Dwergooruil 
1 - 2 heard daily near Haldibari in Namdapha NP. 

121. COLLARED SCOPS-OWL, Otus lettia, Gekraagde Dwergooruil 
Heard at the Wild Grass Resort. 

122. BROWN FISH-OWL, Ketupa zeylonensis,Bruine Visuil 
One seen flying in the evening at Kaziranga NP was thought to be this species. 

123. COLLARED OWLET,Glaucidium brodiei, Gekraagde Dwerguil 
1 at Haldibari in Namdapha NP and 2 at the golf-course in Digboi.  

124. ASIAN BARRED OWLET, Glaucidium cuculoides, Koekoeksdwerguil 
Problems were experienced in distinguishing this species from the next species. 

The following were seen: 
4 in the Kaziranga NP area, 2 at Dibru-Saikhowa WS and 1 at Digboi.  

125. JUNGLE OWLET, Glaucidium radiatum, Jungledwerguil 
Single ones at Dibru-Saikhowa WS and Namdapha NP.  

126. SPOTTED OWLET, Athene brama, Brahmaanse Steenuil 
3 at Kaziranga NP.  

127. BROWN HAWK-OWL, Ninox scutulata, Aziatische Valkuil 
A wounded bird found at Dibru-Saikhowa WS.  

128. JUNGLE NIGHTJAR, Caprimulgus indicus, Junglenachtzwaluw 
Heard at Haldibari in Namdapha NP.  

129. SAVANNA NIGHTJAR, Caprimulgus affinis, Savannenachtzwaluw 
3 at Kaziranga NP. 



130. HIMALAYAN SWIFTLET, Aerodramus brevirostris, Himalayasalangaan 
Small numbers at Dibru-Saikhowa WS, Namdapha NP and at Digboi.  

131. ASIAN PALM-SWIFT, Cypsiurus balasiensis, Aziatische 
Palmgierzwaluw 
Common at Kaziranga NP and Dibru-Saikhowa WS.  

132. HOUSE SWIFT, Apus nipalensis, Aziatische Huisgierzwaluw 
25+ at Guwahati.  

133. RED-HEADED TROGON, Harpactes erythrocephalus, Roodkoptrogon 
A pair at Dibru-Saikhowa WS and 7 at Namdapha NP.  

134. COMMON KINGFISHER, Alcedo atthis, IJsvogel 
A single one en route Kaziranga NP - Dibrugarh.  

135. STORK-BILLED KINGFISHER, Pelargopsis capensis, 
Ooievaarsbekijsvogel 
Single birds at Kaziranga NP and Dibru-Saikhowa WS.  

136. White-throated Kingfisher, Halcyon smyrnensis, Smyrna-ijsvogel 
A fairly common and widespread species throughout. 

137. CRESTED Kingfisher, Megaceryle lugubris, Chinese Reuzenijsvogel 

3 noted along the Noa-Dihing River between Miao and Deban at Namdapha NP.  

138. Pied Kingfisher, Ceryle rudis, Bonte IJsvogel 

A few at Kaziranga NP, Dibru-Saikhowa WS and along the river between Miao and 
Deban at Namdapha NP.  

139. BLUE-BEARDED Bee-eater, Nyctyornis athertonii, 
Blauwbaardbijeneter 
3 at Kaziranga NP and 6 at Namdapha NP.  

140. GREEN BEE-EATER, Merops orientalis, Kleine Groene Bijeneter 
4 at Kaziranga NP. 

141. Indian Roller, Coracias benghalensis, Indische Scharrelaar 
A fairly common and widespread species. 

142. DOLLARBIRD, Eurystomus orientalis, Dollarvogel 
A single bird en route between Miao and Deban in Namdapha NP. 

143. Eurasian Hoopoe (COMMON HOOPOE), Upupa epops, Hop 
A single bird at the golf-course in Digboi.  

144. ORIENTAL PIED-HORNBILL, Anthracoceros albirostris, Bonte 
Neushoornvogel 
A single bird at the Wild Grass Resort, 2 at Panbari Forest and 6 at the golf-course 
in Digboi.  



145. GREAT HORNBILL, Buceros bicornis, Dubbelhoornige Neushoornvogel 
Fairly common at Namdapha NP.  

146. BROWN HORNBILL, Anorrhinus austeni, Bruine Neushoornvogel 
A brief flight view at Namdapha NP and a few times heard.  

147. RUFOUS-NECKED HORNBILL, Aceros nipalensis, Himalayajaarvogel 
6 near Bulbulia in Namdapha NP.  

148. GREAT Barbet, Megalaima virens, Grote Baardvogel 
Up to 4 a day at Namdapha NP.  

149. LINEATED BARBET, Megalaima lineata, Gestreepte Baardvogel 
A fairly common species in the visited areas, with numbers up to 5 a day.  

150. BLUE-THROATED BARBET, Megalaima asiatica, Blauwkeelbaardvogel 

2 at Kaziranga NP, common at Namdapha NP with 25+ in one tree on the 4th 
March, a few in the Digboi area.  

151. BLUE-EARED BARBET, Megalaima australis, Blauwoorbaardvogel 
Only one seen at Panbari Forest.  

152. Coppersmith Barbet, Megalaima haemacephala, Kopersmid 
Up to 7 a day at Kaziranga NP and 2 at the golf-course in Digboi.  

153. WHITE-BROWED PICULET, Sasia ochracea, Himalayadwergspecht 
2 near Bulbulia and 3 between Bulbulia and Hornbill in Namdapha NP.  

154. FULVOUS-BREASTED WOODPECKER, Dendrocopos macei, 
Vaalborstspecht 
A single one at Panbari Forest.  

155. Rufous Woodpecker, Celeus brachyurus, Rosse Specht 
A single one at the IOC forest in Digboi.  

156. LESSER YELLOWNAPE, Picus chlorolophus, Kleine Geelkuifspecht 
1 at Dibru-Saikhowa WS and up to 3 a day at Namdapha NP.  

157. GREATER YELLOWNAPE, Picus flavinucha, Grote Geelkuifspecht 
1 at Dibru-Saikhowa WS, 5 at Namdapha NP and 2 at the golf-course in Digboi.  

158. GREY-FACED WOODPECKER (GREY-HEADED WOODPECKER), Picus 
canus, Grijskopspecht 
2 at the tea plantation behind the Wild Grass Resort, 4 at Dibru-Saikhowa WS, 2 
at Namdapha NP and 4 in the Digboi area.  

159. Black-rumped Flameback, Dinopium benghalense, Kleine 
Goudrugspecht 
Single ones at the tea plantation behind the Wild Grass Resort and at Kaziranga 
NP, 2 at Panbari Forest.  



160. Greater Flameback, Chrysocolaptes lucides, Grote Goudrugspecht 
1 at Panbari Forest and 4 at Haldibari in Namdapha NP.  

161. PALE-HEADED WOODPECKER, Gecinulus grantia, 
Bleekkopbamboespecht 
A single observation in the bamboo between Bulbulia and Ranijheel in Namdapha 
NP.  

162. BAY WOODPECKER, Blythipicus pyrrhotis, Roodoorspecht 
2 between Deban and Haldibari in Namdapha NP.  

163. LONG-TAILED BROADBILL, Psarisomus dalhousiae, 
Papegaaibreedbek 
10+ between Bulbulia - Ranijheel and 25+ between Bulbulia - Hornbill in 
Namdapha NP.  

164. BLUE-NAPED PITTA, Pitta nipalensis, Blauwnekpitta 
Several times heard at Namdapha NP. 

165. RUFOUS-WINGED BUSHLARK (BENGAL BUSHLARK), Mirafra 
assamica, Bengaalse Leeuwerik 
10+ at Kaziranga NP and 10+ in the fields between Miao and Deban in Namdapha 

NP. 

166. SAND LARK, Calandrella raytal, Indische Zandleeuwerik 
15+ at Dibru-Saikhowa WS. 

167. ORIENTAL SKYLARK, Alauda gulgula, Kleine Veldleeuwerik 

10+ at Kaziranga NP. 

168. BANK SWALLOW (SAND MARTIN), Riparia riparia, Oeverzwaluw 
A few at Dibru-Saikhowa WS. 

169. PLAIN MARTIN, Riparia paludicola, Vale Oeverzwaluw 

A few at Kaziranga NP, fairly common at Dibru-Saikhowa WS and 2 at Namdapha 
NP.  

170. BARN SWALLOW, Hirundo rustica, Boerenzwaluw 
A very common and widespread species.  

171. WHITE WAGTAIL, Motacilla alba, Witte Kwikstaart 
A fairly common and widespread species. 
  

172. CITRINE WAGTAIL, Motacilla citreola, Citroenkwikstaart 
3 at Kaziranga NP and 1 at Dibru-Saikhowa WS.  

173. YELLOW WAGTAIL, Motacilla flava, Gele Kwikstaart 
Very common at Dibru-Saikhowa WS.  



174. ORIENTAL PIPIT (PADDYFIELD PIPIT), Anthus rufulus, Oosterse 
Pieper 
Small numbers at Kaziranga NP.  

175. RICHARD'S PIPIT, Anthus richardi, Grote Pieper 
A single bird at Dibru-Saikhowa WS. 

176. Blyth's Pipit, Anthus godlewskii, Mongoolse Pieper 
6 at the golf-course in Digboi. 

177. OLIVE-BACKED PIPIT, Anthus hodgsoni, Siberische Boompieper 
Small numbers at Kaziranga NP, Dibru-Saikhowa WS and at Deban in Namdapha 
NP. 

178. ROSY PIPIT, Anthus roseatus, Wijnborstpieper 
Small numbers at Kaziranga NP and Dibru-Saikhowa WS. 

179. Large Cuckoo-shrike, Coracina macei, Grote Rupsvogel 
Small numbers in the Kaziranga area, 1 at Dibru-Saikhowa WS and 3 at 
Namdapha NP.  

180. Black-WINGed Cuckoo-shrike, Coracina melaschistos, Rouwrupsvogel 
A single bird between Haldibari - Ranijheel in Namdapha NP. 

181. ROSY MINIVET, Pericrocotus roseus, Roze Menievogel 
10+ at Dibru-Saikhowa WS. 

182. LONG-TAILED MINIVET,Pericrocotus ethologus, 
Langstaartmenievogel 
10+ at the tea plantation behind the Wild Grass Resort. 

183. SHORT-BILLED MINIVET, Pericrocotus brevirostris, 
Kortsnavelmenievogel 
Small numbers at Panbari Forest and between Hornbill and Haldibari in Namdapha 

NP. 

184. Scarlet Minivet, Pericrocotus flammeus, Scharlaken Menievogel 
A common and widespread species. 

185. Bar-winged Flycatcher-shrike, Hemipus picatus, Bonte Dwergtriller 
2 at Deban in Namdapha NP and 1 at the golf-course in Digboi.  

186. BLACK-CRESTED BULBUL, Pycnonotus melanicterus, 
Goudborstbuulbuul 
Only one bird seen at Panbari Forest.  

187. Red-whiskered Bulbul, Pycnonotus jocosus, Roodoorbuulbuul 

A fairly common and widespread species.  

188. RED-VENTED BULBUL, Pycnonotus cafer, Roodbuikbuulbuul 
A very common and widespread species.  



189. WHITE-THROATED BULBUL, Alophoixus flaveolus, 
Witkeelbaardbuulbuul 
A few at Panbari Forest, common at Namdapha NP.  

190. ASHY BULBUL, Hemixos flavala, Asgrijze Buulbuul 
15+ in the Deban area at Namdapha NP.  

191. BLACK BULBUL, Hypsipetes leucocephalus, Zwarte Buulbuul 
3 at Kaziranga NP and 7 at Deban in Namdapha NP.  

192. BLUE-WINGED LEAFBIRD, Chloropsis cochinchinensis, 
Blauwvleugelbladvogel 
2 at Haldibari in Namdapha NP.  

193. Golden-fronted Leafbird, Chloropsis aurifrons, 
Goudvoorhoofdbladvogel 

Small numbers at Panbari Forest, Dibru-Saikhowa WS and Namdapha NP.  

194. ORANGE-BELLIED LEAFBIRD, Chloropsis hardwickii, 
Oranjebuikbladvogel 
Up to 5 a day at Namdapha NP and 1 at the IOC forest in Digboi.  

195. Common Iora, Aegithina tiphia, Gewone Iora 
3 at the tea plantation behind the Wild Grass Resort, 8 at Dibru-Saikhowa WS, 2 
at Namdapha NP and 3 at the oilfields in Digboi. 

196. BLUe Whistling-Thrush, Myiophonus caeruleus, Himalayafluitlijster 
A fairly common and widespread species. 

197. SCALY THRUSH, Zoothera dauma, Goudlijster 
Heard at the tea plantation behind the Wild Grass Resort.  

198. BLACK-BREASTED THRUSH, Turdus dissimilis, Zwartborstlijster 
3 males at the golf-course in Digboi.  

199. DARK-THROATED THRUSH, Turdus ruficollis, Zwartkeellijster 
2 at Guwahati and 6 at the golf-course in Digboi.  

200. DUSKY THRUSH, Turdus naumanni, Naumanns Lijster 
2 at the golf-course in Digboi.  

201. RUSTY-BELLIED SHORTWING, Brachypteryx hyperythra, 
Roestbuikkortvleugel 
Single ones (males) between Hornbill - Bulbulia and between Bulbulia - Ranijheel 
in Namdapha NP.  

202. LESSER SHORTWING, Brachypteryx leucophrys, Kleine Kortvleugel 

A single one at Deban in Namdapha NP. 



203. WHITE-BROWED SHORTWING, Brachypteryx montana, Blauwe 
Kortvleugel 
A single one at Deban in Namdapha NP. 

204. ZITTING CISTICOLA, Cisticola juncidis, Graszanger 
3 at Dibru-Saikhowa WS and 1 at Deban in Namdapha NP. 

205. SWAMP PRINIA (RUFOUS-VENTED PRINIA), Prinia cinerascens 
(burnesii), Moerasprinia 
2 at Dibru-Saikhowa WS and 2 in the fields between Miao and Deban in Namdapha 

NP.  

206. RUFESCENT PRINIA, Prinia rufescens, Roestprinia 
A single one at the golf-course in Digboi.  

207. GREY-BREASTED PRINIA, Prinia hodgsonii, Grijsborstprinia 

15+ at the golf-course in Digboi.  

208. YELLOW-BELLIED PRINIA, Prinia flaviventris, Geelbuikprinia 
2 at Kaziranga NP and fairly common at Dibru-Saikhowa WS.  

209. ASHY PRINIA, Prinia socialis, Grijze prinia 
A few at Kaziranga NP.  

210. PLAIN PRINIA, Prinia inornata, Witteugelprinia 
6 at Dibru-Saikhowa WS. 

211. CHESTNUT-HEADED TESIA, Tesia castaneocoronata, Kastanjekoptesia 
A single one at Haldibari in Namdapha NP. 

212. SLATY-BELLIED TESIA, Tesia olivea, Goudkruintesia 
3 at Namdapha NP.  

213. GRAY-BELLIED TESIA, Tesia cyaniventer, Grijsbuiktesia 

A single observation between Deban - Haldibari in Namdapha NP.  

214. PALE-FOOTED BUSH-WARBLER, Cettia pallidipes, 
Bleekpootstruikzanger 
2 at Dibru-Saikhowa WS.  

215. BROWNISH-FLANKED BUSH-WARBLER, Cettia fortipes, 
Bergstruikzanger 
1 at the golf-course in Digboi.  

216. GREY-SIDED BUSH-WARBLER, Cettia brunnifrons, 
Roodkopstruikzanger 
A single bird at Dibru-Saikhowa WS. 

217. SPOTTED BUSH-WARBLER,Bradypterus thoracicus, Gevlekte 
Struikzanger 
2 at Dibru-Saikhowa WS. 



218. Paddyfield Warbler, Acrocephalus agricola, Veldrietzanger 
A single one at Dibru-Saikhowa WS. 

219. Clamorous Reed-Warbler, Acrocephalus stentoreus, Indische 
Karekiet 
A single observation at the golf-course in Digboi. 

220. THICK-BILLED WARBLER, Acrocephalus aedon, Diksnavelrietzanger 
A single one at Dibru-Saikhowa WS. 

221. COMMON TAILORBIRD, Orthotomus sutorius, Langstaartsnijdervogel 
Small numbers at Guwahati, Kaziranga NP, Dibru-Saikhowa WS and in Digboi. 

222. DUSKY WARBLER, Phylloscopus fuscatus, Bruine Boszanger 
A single observation at Panbari Forest. 

223. SMOKY WARBLER, Phylloscopus fuligiventer, Roetboszanger 
Singles at the tea plantation behind the Wild Grass Resort, a few at Dibru-
Saikhowa WS and at the golf-course in Digboi. 

224. TICKELL'S LEAF-WARBLER, Phylloscopus affinis, Himalayaboszanger 
Singles at Kaziranga NP, Namdapha NP and at the golf-course in Digboi. 

225. YELLOW-BROWED WARBLER, Phylloscopus inornatus, Bladkoning 
Singles at Kaziranga NP and Namdapha NP. 

226. GREENISH WARBLER, Phylloscopus trochiloides, Grauwe Fitis 
Small numbers at Kaziranga NP and Namdapha NP. 

227. LARGE-BILLED LEAF-WARBLER,Phylloscopus magnirostris, 
Diksnavelfitis 
3 at Namdapha NP. 

228. BLYTH'S LEAF-WARBLER, Phylloscopus reguloides, Blyths Boszanger 

2 at Namdapha NP and 4 at the golf-course in Digboi. 

229. YELLOW-VENTED WARBLER, Phylloscopus cantator, 
Orpheusboszanger 
2 at Panbari Forest. 

230. GREY-HOODED WARBLER, Seicercus xanthoschistos, 
Grijskopboszanger 
1 at Dibru-Saikhowa WS and 3 at Namdapha NP. 

231. WHITE-SPECTACLED WARBLER, Seicercus affinis, Zilveroogboszanger 
We experienced problems separating this species from the next but 3 were 
identified at Namdapha NP.  

232. GREY-CHEEKED WARBLER, Seicercus poliogenys, Grijswangboszanger 
2 near Hornbill at Namdapha NP. 



233. CHESTNUT-CROWNED WARBLER, Seicercus castaniceps, 
Kastanjekopboszanger 
3 at Dibru-Saikhowa WS and fairly common at Namdapha NP. 

234. RUFOUS-FACED WARBLER, Abroscopus albogularis, 
Roodwangboszanger 
4 between Haldibari - Hornbill in Namdapha NP. 

235. YELLOW-BELLIED WARBLER, Abroscopus superciliaris, 
Bamboeboszanger 

A splendid observation near Haldibari in Namdapha NP.  

236. STRIATED GRASSBIRD, Megalurus palustris, Gestreepte Grasvogel 
Small numbers at Kaziranga NP, Dibru-Saikhowa WS and along the Noa-Dihing 
River at Namdapha NP. 

237. SLATY-BACKED FLYCATCHER, Ficedula hodgsonii, Hodgsons 
Vliegenvanger 
A single bird near Haldibari at Namdapha NP.  

238. RED-BREASTED (RED-THROATED) FLYCATCHER, Ficedula parva, 
Kleine Vliegenvanger 

2 at the tea plantation behind the Wild Grass Resort.  

239. LITTLE PIED FLYCATCHER, Ficedula westermanni, 
Ekstervliegenvanger 
Singles at Kaziranga NP, the tea plantation behind the Wild Grass Resort and at 
Dibru-Saikhowa WS.  

240. SLATY-BLUE FLYCATCHER, Ficedula tricolor, Leiblauwe Vliegenvanger 
A single bird at Dibru-Saikhowa WS.  

241. SAPPHIRE FLYCATCHER, Ficedula sapphira, Saffiervliegenvanger 
A single bird at Deban in Namdapha NP. 
  

242. VERDITER FLYCATCHER, Eumyias thalassina, Azuurvliegenvanger 
1 at the tea plantation behind the Wild Grass Resort.  

243. LARGE NILTAVA, Niltava grandis, Kobaltniltava 
4 at Namdapha NP.  

244. SMALL NILTAVA, Niltava macgrigoriae, Kleine Niltava 
Single ones at Panbari Forest and Dibru-Saikhowa WS.  

245. RUFOUS-BELLIED NILTAVA, Niltava sundara, Roodbuikniltava 
A single bird near Hornbill at Namdapha NP.  

246. PALE-CHINNED BLUE-FLYCATCHER, Cyornis poliogenys, Brooks' 
Niltava 
A single observation at Panbari Forest.  



247. PALE BLUE-FLYCATCHER, Cyornis unicolor, Azuurniltava 
2 at Namdapha NP in the Bulbulia area.  

248. PYGMY BLUE-FLYCATCHER, Muscicapella hodgsoni, Dwergniltava 
A splendid observation of a male between Haldibari and Hornbill in Namdapha NP.  

249. GREY-HEADED CANARY-FLYCATCHER, Culicicapa ceylonensis, 
Grijskopvliegenvanger 
A common and widespread species.  

250. SIBERIAN RUBYTHROAT, Luscinia calliope, Roodkeelnachtegaal 
A splendid observation at the tea plantation behind the Wild Grass Resort.  

251. BLUETHROAT, Luscinia svecica, Blauwborst 
2 at Dibru-Saikhowa WS.  

252. RED-FLANKED BLUETAIL (ORANGE-FLANKED BUSH-ROBIN), Tarsiger 
cyanurus, Blauwstaart 
A splendid observation at Deban in Namdapha NP.  

253. ORIENTAL MAGPIE-ROBIN, Copsychus saularis, Dayallijster 
A fairly common and widespread species.  

254. WHITE-RUMPED SHAMA, Copsychus malabaricus, Shamalijster 
3 at Kaziranga NP and 1 at Dibru-Saikhowa WS.  

255. DAURIAN REDSTART, Phoenicurus auroreus, Spiegelroodstaart 
4 at the tea plantation behind the Wild Grass Resort and 1 at Dibru-Saikhowa WS.  

256. BLUE-FRONTED REDSTART, Phoenicurus frontalis, 
Himalayaroodstaart 
A single one at Dibru-Saikhowa WS.  

257. WHITE-CAPPED REDSTART, Chaimarrornis leucocephalus, 

Rivierroodstaart 
A single bird along the Noa-Dihing River at Namdapha NP.  

258. PLUMBEOUS REDSTART, Rhyacornis fuliginosus, Waterroodstaart 
2 along the Noa-Dihing River at Namdapha NP.  

259. WHITE-TAILED ROBIN, Cinclidium leucurum, Witstaartcallene 
Single ones at Panbari Forest and en route Hornbill - Bulbulia in Namdapha NP.  

260. BLUE-FRONTED ROBIN, Cinclidium frontale, Blauwvoorhoofdcallene 
A male was seen near Haldibari in Namdapha NP.  

261. SLATY-BACKED FORKTAIL, Enicurus schistaceus, Grijsrugvorkstaart 
6 at Namdapha NP.  

262. GREEN COCHOA, Cochoa viridis, Groene Cochoa 
A single one at Deban in Namdapha NP.  



263. COMMON STONECHAT, Saxicola rubicola, Roodborsttapuit 
A fairly common and widespread species.  

264. WHITE-TAILED STONECHAT, Saxicola leucura, 
Witstaartroodborsttapuit 
A male at Dibru-Saikhowa WS.  

265. JERDON'S BUSHCHAT, Saxicola jerdoni, Jerdons Paapje 
A single observation at Dibru-Saikhowa WS.  

266. YELLOW-BELLIED FANTAIL, Rhipidura hypoxantha, 
Geelbuikwaaierstaart 
Up to 6 a day at Namdapha NP.  

267. WHITE-THROATED FANTAIL, Rhipidura albicollis, 
Witkeelwaaierstaart 

4 at Namdapha NP.  

268. BLACK-NAPED MONARCH, Hypothymis azurea, Zwartnekmonarch 
3 at Kaziranga NP.  

269. WHITE-CRESTED LAUGHINGTHRUSH, Garrulax leucolophus, 
Witkuiflijstergaai 
Fairly common at Namdapha NP and a few at the IOC forest in Digboi.  

270. LESSER NECKLACED LAUGHINGTHRUSH, Garrulax monileger, 
Witbeflijstergaai 
Small numbers at Dibru-Saikhowa WS and Namdapha NP.  

271. GREATER NECKLACED LAUGHINGTHRUSH, Garrulax pectoralis, 
Borstbandlijstergaai 
15+ at the tea plantation behind the Wild Grass Resort and a few at Dibru-
Saikhowa WS and Namdapha NP.  

272. RUFOUS-NECKED LAUGHINGTHRUSH, Garrulax ruficollis, 
Roodneklijstergaai 
15+ at the tea plantation behind the Wild Grass Resort and 10+ at Dibru-
Saikhowa WS.  

273. CHESTNUT-BACKED LAUGHINGTHRUSH, Garrulax nuchalis, 
Roodruglijstergaai 

8 at the IOC forest in Digboi. 

274. RUFOUS-VENTED LAUGHINGTHRUSH, Garrulax gularis, 
Roodbuiklijstergaai 
6 at Hornbill in Namdapha NP. 

275. ABBOTT'S BABBLER, Malacocincla abbotti, Roodstaartmuistimalia 
A few times heard at Panbari Forest. 



276. MARSH BABBLER, Pellorneum palustre, Moerasjungletimalia 
6 at Dibru-Saikhowa WS. 

277. SPOT-THROATED BABBLER, Pellorneum albiventre, 
Witbuikjungletimalia 
Heard at Haldibari in Namdapha NP. 

278. PUFF-THROATED BABBLER, Pellorneum ruficeps, Gevlekte 
Jungletimalia 
A single observation at the tea plantation behind the Wild Grass Resort. 

279. WHITE-BROWED SCIMITAR-BABBLER, Pomatorhinus schisticeps, 
Witbrauwkruiplijster 
5 at the tea plantation behind the Wild Grass Resort. 

280. RED-BILLED SCIMITARBILL, Pomatorhinus ochraceiceps, 

Roodsnavelkruiplijster 
A few in the flock in the bamboo between Bulbulia and Ranijheel in Namdapha NP. 

281. CORAL-BILLED SCIMITAR-BABBLER, Pomatorhinus ferruginosus, 
Degensnavelkruiplijster 
A group of 6 birds in the bamboo between Bulbulia and Ranijheel in Namdapha NP. 

282. STREAKED WREN-BABBLER, Napothera brevicaudata, 
Kortstaartsluiptimalia 
2 near Haldibari at Namdapha NP. 

283. PYGMY WREN-BABBLER, Pnoepyga pusilla, Mossluiptimalia 

A few heard near Bulbulia in Namdapha NP.  

284. GOLDEN BABBLER, Stachyris chrysaea, Gouden Boomtimalia 
2 between Bulbulia and Horbill in Namdapha NP.  

285. GREY-THROATED BABBLER, Stachyris nigriceps, Grijskeelboomtimalia 

2 between Deban and Haldibari in Namdapha NP. 

286. SNOWY-THROATED BABBLER, Stachyris oglei, Witkeelboomtimalia 
2 in the bamboo between Bulbulia and Ranijheel in Namdapha NP.  

287. STRIPED TIT-BABBLER, Macronous gularis, Geelborsttimalia 
1 at the tea plantation behind the Wild Grass Resort and 4 at Dibru-Saikhowa WS. 

288. CHESTNUT-CAPPED BABBLER, Turdoides Timalia pileata, 
Roodkaptimalia 
2 at Kaziranga NP and 3 at Dibru-Saikhowa WS.  

289. JERDON'S BABBLER, Chrysomma altirostre, Jerdons Moupinia 

2 at Dibru-Saikhowa WS. 

290. SILVER-EARED MESIA, Leiothrix argentauris, Zilveroortimalia 
Very common at Namdapha NP. 



291. RED-BILLED LEIOTHRIX, Leiothrix lutea, Japanse Nachtegaal 
A single one between Bulbulia and Ranijheel in Namdapha NP.  

292. BLACK-HEADED SHRIKE-BABBLER, Pteruthius rufiventer, 
Zwartkopklauwiertimalia 
4 between Hornbill and Bulbulia at Namdapha NP.  

293. WHITE-BROWED SHRIKE-BABBLER, Pteruthius flaviscapis, 
Witbrauwklauwiertimalia 
A single one between Hornbill and Bulbulia at Namdapha NP.  

294. WHITE-HOODED BABBLER, Gampsorhynchus rufulus, Witkoptimalia 
8 between Bulbulia and Ranijheel in Namdapha NP.  

295. RUSTY-FRONTED BARWING, Actinodura egertoni, 
Grijskopstreepvleugel 

10+ between Bulbulia and Ranijheel in Namdapha NP.  

296. RED-TAILED MINLA, Minla ignotincta, Roodstaartminla 
2 near Hornbill at Namdapha NP.  

297. RUFOUS-WINGED FULVETTA, Alcippe castaneceps, 
Roodvleugelnontimalia 
2 between Bulbulia and Ranijheel in Namdapha NP. 

298. RUFOUS-THROATED FULVETTA, Alcippe rufogularis, 
Roodkeelnontimalia 
2 near Hornbill at Namdapha NP. 

299. NEPAL FULVETTA, Alcippe nipalensis, Nepalese Nontimalia 
Fairly common at Namdapha NP.  

300. RUFOUS-BACKED SIBIA, Heterophasia annectens, Roodrugsibia 
Heard at Panbari Forest.  

301. BEAUTIFUL SIBIA, Heterophasia pulchella, Prachtsibia 
1 near Ranijheel and 2 at Deban in Namdapha NP. 

302. LONG-TAILED SIBIA, Heterophasia picaoides, Langstaartsibia 
Up to 25+ a day at Namdapha NP. 

303. STRIATED YUHINA, Yuhina castaniceps, Gestreepte Meestimalia 
2 near Bulbulia and 1 at Deban in Namdapha NP. 

304. WHISKERED YUHINA, Yuhina flavicollis, Baardmeestimalia 
Only one bird seen near Hornbill at Namdapha NP. 

305. BLACK-CHINNED YUHINA, Yuhina nigrimenta, Geelpootmeestimalia 
6 in the Bulbulia area in Namdapha NP. 



306. WHITE-BELLIED YUHINA, Yuhina zantholeuca, Groene Meestimalia 
4 between Bulbulia and Hornbill in Namdapha NP. 

307. BLACK-BROWED (LESSER RUFOUS-HEADED) PARROTBILL, 
Paradoxornis atrosuperciliaris, Witkeeldiksnavelmees 
A single bird in a group of White-hooded Babblers in the bamboo near Ranijheel in 
Namdapha NP. 

308. RUFOUS-HEADED (GREATER RUFOUS-HEADED) PARROTBILL, 
Paradoxornis ruficeps, Roodkopdiksnavelmees 

4 in the bamboo near Ranijheel in Namdapha NP. 

309. GREAT TIT, Parus major, Koolmees 
Small numbers at the tea plantation behind the Wild Grass Resort, Dibru-Saikhowa 
WS and at Digboi. 

310. YELLOW-BROWED TIT, Sylviparus modestus, Boszangermees 
 1 near Hornbill and 2 between Bulbulia and Ranijheel in Namdapha NP. 

311. SULTAN TIT, Melanochlora sultanea, Sultanmees 
Fairly common at Namdapha NP, 6 at the IOC forest in Digboi.  

312. CHESTNUT-BELLIED NUTHATCH, Sitta castanea, Bruine Boomklever 
Single ones between Hornbill and Bulbulia in Namdapha NP and at the IOC forest 
in Dignoi.  

313. VELVET-FRONTED NUTHATCH, Sitta frontalis, Pluchekapboomklever 
2 at Kaziranga NP.  

314. BEAUTIFUL NUTHATCH, Sitta formosa, Prachtboomklever 
1 between Deban - Haldibari and 2 in the Bulbulia area in Namdapha NP.  

315. PURPLE SUNBIRD, Nectarinia asiatica, Purperhoningzuiger 
A single bird en route Guwahati - Kaziranga.  

316. BLACK-THROATED SUNBIRD, Aethopyga saturata, 
Zwartkeelhoningzuiger 
Up to 3 a day at Namdapha NP and 3 at the IOC forest in Digboi. 

317. CRIMSON SUNBIRD, Aethopyga siparaja, Geelrughoningzuiger 
2 at the tea plantation behind the Wild Grass Resort.  

318. STREAKED SPIDERHUNTER, Arachnothera magna, Gestreepte 
Spinnenjager 
Groups of 30 - 50 in the Deban area in Namdapha NP. 

319. PLAIN FLOWERPECKER, Dicaeum concolor, Groengrijze Honingvogel 

A single bird near Deban at Namdapha NP. 

320. SCARLET-BACKED FLOWERPECKER, Dicaeum cruentatum, 
Roodrughoningvogel 



1 at the tea plantation behind the Wild Grass Resort, 2 at Dibru-Saikhowa WS and 
3 at the IOC forest in Digboi. 

321. ORIENTAL WHITE-EYE, Zosterops palpebrosus, Indische Brilvogel 
10+ at Dibru-Saikhowa WS. 

322. Black-hooded Oriole, Oriolus xanthornus, Zwartkopwielewaal 
A fairly common appearance with up to 7 a day. 

323. MAROON ORIOLE, Oriolus traillii, Indische Bloedwielewaal 
1 at Panbari Forest and up to 4 a day at Namdapha NP. 

324. ASIAN FAIRY-BLUEBIRD, Irena puella, Indische Blauwrug 
A single bird at Panbari Forest. 

325. BROWN SHRIKE, Lanius cristatus, Bruine Klauwier 

1 at Guwahati, 3 en route Guwahati - Kaziranga, 2 at Kaziranga NP and 1 at the 
golf-course in Digboi.  

326. Long-tailed Shrike, Lanius schach, Langstaartklauwier 
5 at Kaziranga NP, 6 at Dibru-Saikhowa WS and 1 at the golf-course in Digboi.  

327. GREY-BACKED SHRIKE, Lanius tephronotus, Himalayaklauwier 
A common and widespread species. 

328. LARGE WOODSHRIKE, Tephrodornis gularis, Grote Rupsklauwier 
50 + between Deban - Haldibari - Hornbill in Namdapha NP.  

329. BLACK dRONGO, Dicrurus macrocercus, Fluweeldrongo 
Fairly common in open country in Assam. 

330. Ashy Drongo, Dicrurus leucophaeus, Grijze Drongo 
2 - 6 daily at Namdapha NP, a few at the IOC forest in Digboi. 

331. BRONZED DRONGO, Dicrurusa aeneus, Bronsdrongo 
2 at the tea plantation behind the Wild Grass Resort and a few at the oilfields in 
Digboi. 

332. LESSER RACKET-TAILED DRONGO, Dicrurus remifer, Spateldrongo 
1 at Kaziranga NP, small numbers daily at Namdapha NP. 

333. HAIR-CRESTed (SPANGLED) Drongo, Dicrurus hottentottus, 
Haarkuifdrongo 
Small numbers at Kaziranga NP, fairly common at Dibru-Saikhowa WS. 

334. GREATER RACKET-TAILED DRONGO, Dicrurus densus, Wallace' 

Drongo 
8 at Kaziranga NP and small numbers daily at Namdapha NP. 

335. ASHY WOODSWALLOW,Artamus fuscus, Grijze Spitsvogel 
4 at Kaziranga NP.  



336. GREEN MAGPIE, Cissa chinensis, Groene Kitta 
1 at Dibru-Saikhowa WS, 3 at Namdapha NP and 2 at the IOC forest in Digboi. 

337. Rufous Treepie, Dendrocitta vagabunda, Rosse Boomekster 
Small numbers daily in open country in Assam.  

338. GREY TREEPIE, Dendrocitta formosae, Grijsborstboomekster 
Single ones at the tea plantation behind the Wild Grass Resort and at Deban in 
Namdapha NP. 

339. COLLARED TREEPIE, Dendrocitta frontalis, Maskerboomekster 
Single ones at Deban in Namdapha NP and at the golf-course in Digboi. 

340. House Crow, Corvus splendens, Huiskraai 
Fairly common near cities and villages. 

341. Large-billed Crow, Corvus macrorhynchos, Dikbekkraai 
Widespread and fairly common. 

342. SPOT-WINGED STARLING, Saroglossa spiloptera, Marmerspreeuw 
Up to 50+ daily at Kaziranga NP. 

343. COMMON HILL MYNA, Gracula religiosa, Grote Beo 
2 at Panbari Forest. 

344. WHITE-VENTED MYNA, Acridotheres grandis, Grote Maina 
A few at Guwahati and small numbers at Kaziranga NP and at the golf-course in 
Digboi. 

345. JUNGLE MYNA, Acridotheres fuscus, Junglemaina 
Widespread and common in Assam. 

346. COMMON MYNA, Acridotheres tristis, Treurmaina 
A common and widespread species.  

347. ASIAN PIED STARLING, Gracupica contra, Eksterspreeuw 
A common and widespread species.  

348. CHESTNUT-TAILED STARLING, Sturnus malabaricus, Grijskopspreeuw 
Common at Kaziranga NP, small numbers at Dibru-Saikhowa WS and the golf-

course in Digboi, a few at Deban in Namdapha NP.  

349. HOUSE SPARROW, Passer domesticus, Huismus 
Present in cities and villages. 

350. EURASIAN TREE SPARROW, Passer montanus, Ringmus 

A fairly common and widespread species. 

351. STREAKED WEAVER, Ploceus manyar, Manyarwever 
A single bird at Dibru-Saikhowa WS. 



352. BAYA WEAVER, Ploceus philippinus, Bayawever 
Common at Kaziranga NP and a few in the Digboi area. 

353. WHITE-RUMPED MUNIA, Lonchura striata, 
Spitsstaartbronzemannetje 
20+ at the tea plantation behind the Wild Grass Resort and 15+ at the golf-course 
in Digboi. 

354. NUTMEG MANNIKIN, Lonchura punctulata, Muskaatvink 
20+ at the golf-course in Digboi.  

 

SYSTEMATIC LIST OF MAMMALS 

This list follows the taxonomy, names and sequence of the Mammal Data by 
BirdBase & BirdArea by Andrew Duff and Ann Lawson. Numbers quoted are 
estimates of the minimum numbers seen. 

 

1.   INDIAN HARE, Lepus nigricollis 
A single one at Dibru-Saikhowa WS.  

2.   BLACK GIANT SQUIRREL, Ratufa bicolor 
2 at Dibru-Saikhowa WS.  

3.   ORANGE-BELLIED HIMALAYAN SQUIRREL, Dremomys lokriah 
1 at Deban in Namdapha NP.  

4.   IRRAWADDY SQUIRREL (HOARY-BELLIED SQUIRREL), Callosciurus 
pygerythrus 
Small numbers at Kaziranga NP, 2 at Dibru-Saikhowa WS and a few at Namdapha 
NP.  

5.   HIMALAYAN STRIPED SQUIRREL, Tamiops macclellandi 
4 at Kaziranga NP.  

6.   LARGE INDIAN CIVET, Viverra zibetha 
1 at Namdapha NP.  

7.   INDIAN GREY MONGOOSE, Herpestes edwardsi 
A single one at the golf-course in Digboi.  

8.   GOLDEN JACKAL, Canis aureus 
1 at Dibru-Saikhowa WS.  

9.   LESCHENAULT'S ROUSETTE, Rousettus leschenaulti 
A large colony at Gujan and near Dubragarh.  



10.    CAPPED LEAF MONKEY (CAPPED LANGUR), Presbytis pileata 
15+ at Panbari Forest.  

11.    ASSAM MACAQUE, Macaca assamensis 
2 at Dibru-Saikhowa WS and up to 10+ daily at Namdapha NP.  

12.    RHESUS MONKEY, Macacamulatta 
Common at Kaziranga NP and a few at Dibru-Saikhowa WS.  

13.    HOOLOCK GIBBON, Hylobates hoolock 
3 at Panbari Forest, daily heard and seen at Namdapha NP.  

14.    WILD BOAR, Sus scrofa 
Small numbers at Kaziranga NP.  

15.    INDIAN MUNTJAC, Muntiacus muntjak 

1 at Namdapha NP.  

16.    BARASINGHA (SWAMP DEER), Cervus duvaucelli 
Common at Kaziranga NP.  

17.    HOG DEER, Axis porcinus 

Fairly common at Kaziranga NP.  

18.    (WILD) WATER BUFFALO, Bubalus bubalis 
50+ at Kaziranga NP and a few at Dibru-Saikowha WS.  

19.    INDIAN RHINOCEROS, Rhinoceros unicornis 

Up to 45+ daily at Kaziranga NP.  

20.    ASIATIC ELEPHANT, Elephas meximus 
25+ at Kaziranga NP. 

Chaam, 20 April 2003, 
If you need any help or further information, contact me at the following address 
and I'll try and help if I can! 

Jan Vermeulen 
Bredaseweg 14 
4861 AH Chaam 

The Netherlands 
Telephone: (031) – 161 – 491327 
E-mail:jem.vermeulen@wxs.nl 
Web: http://home.planet.nl/~verme860 

  

mailto:jem.vermeulen@wxs.nl
mailto:jem.vermeulen@wxs.nl
http://home.planet.nl/~verme860

